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As  the  official  historical  agency  of  the  Commonwealth  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  and  Museum  Commission  is  responsible  for  38  historical  properties  and 
10  museums,  for  research  and  publications  on  Pennsylvania  history  and  archeology, 
for  the  care  of  public  records,  and  generally  for  the  advancement  and  protection  of 
the  historical  interests  of  the  State.  What  the  Commission  accomplishes  through 
these  activities  is  enhanced  by  encouraging  and  promoting  similar  activities  at  the 
local  level  and  in  the  private  sector.  In  the  two-year  period  which  ended  on  June 
30,  1970,  the  Commission  made  every  effort  to  meet  the  numerous  demands  for  its 
services  from  the  interested  public,  from  the  schools,  and  from  researchers,  scholars, 
and  administrators.  Some  reflection  of  the  extent  of  these  demands  may  be  seen  in 
the  number  of  visitors  to  the  historical  properties  and  museums,  which  increased  from 
a total  of  840,095  persons  in  fiscal  1967-1968  to  a total  of  1,241,052  in  fiscal 
1969-1970.  The  number  of  the  interested  public  cannot  be  estimated  exactly  but  certainly 
would  include  the  90,953  members  of  historical  societies  as  reported  in  1970.  This 
striking  increase  over  the  72,293  members  reported  in  1966  gives  direct  evidence  of 
the  growth  of  interest  in  our  historical  heritage.  The  increased  visitation  to  museums 
and  historical  properties  reflects  a national  trend  toward  greater  use  of  museums  and 
historical  properties  and  their  personnel  for  educational  purposes.  This  necessi- 
tates the  enlargement  of  existing  activities  in  this  field  and  the  planning  of  new 
ones.  The  coming  bicentennial  of  American  independence  and  of  Pennsylvania  as  a 
state  is  bringing  increased  demands  for  information,  publications,  and  the  development 
of  museums  and  historical  properties. 

Program  Accomplishments  and  Changes . Changes  in  programs  came  about  mainly  as  a 
result  of  accomplishments  which,  in  turn,  brought  new  demands.  Thus,  the  Robert  Fulton 
Birthplace  in  Lancaster  County,  Tuscarora  Academy  in  Juniata  County,  the  Johnston 
Tavern  in  Mercer  County,  and  a new  museum  at  Fort  Le  Boeuf  Memorial  in  Erie  County 
were  developed  so  that  they  could  be  opened  to  the  public.  Four  new  museums  were 
opened  as  well  as  several  galleries  in  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum;  new  structures 
and  facilities  were  completed  at  the  Farm  Museum  and  the  Lumber  Museum.  New  emphasis 
has  been  given  to  audio-visual  orientation  programs,  educational  programs,  and  archeo- 
logical research.  The  new  activities  of  an  educational  nature  are  expected  to  make 
museum  materials  available  to  more  individuals  with  more  effective  results. 

Similarly,  research  and  editorial  work  led  to  the  publication  of  1,160  pages  of 
material,  including  two  significant  new  works  and  reprints  of  two  earlier  volumes;  and 
more  than  200,000  pages  of  historical  and  ethnic  materials  were  added  to  the  research 
collections.  This  work,  in  turn,  brought  inquiries  which  led  to  23,000  reference 
service  actions  and  the  distribution  of  235,000  publications.  To  improve  facilities 
for  research,  the  photostat  operation  of  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies  was 
transferred  to  the  Commission  in  July,  1968.  Because  it  is  actually  another  phase  of 
gathering  data  for  Pennsylvania  history,  the  ethnic  culture  program  was  made  a section 
of  the  History  Division  in  December,  1969. 

In  the  Archives,  notable  accessions  included  papers  of  five  governors,  the  papers 
of  John  M.  Phillips,  Pittsburgh  conservationist,  and  records  from  various  departments 
and  agencies.  Two  historical  societies  deposited  large  and  valuable  manuscript 
collections  for  care  and  safekeeping,  adding  to  our  existing  resources  for  canal  and 
business  history.  Again,  requests  for  information  increased,  and  there  were  33,680 
reference  service  actions  in  the  period.  In  the  county  and  local  records  field,  re- 
tention and  disposition  schedules  were  issued  for  the  offices  of  the  Prothonotary  and 
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the  Clerk  of  Courts.  The  newly- created  Local  Government  Records  Committee  held  an 
organization  meeting,  and  the  enlarged  County  Records  Committee  met  to  reorganize. 

In  the  State  Records  Center  a new  Personnel  Records  Section  was  planned  and 
implemented  for  records  of  separated  employes,  with  the  result  that  some  80,000 
names  of  separated  employes  from  various  agencies  were  computerized  and  indexed 
to  make  prompt  service  of  the  records  possible.  In  its  service  to  State  agencies 
the  Records  Center  received  31,518  cubic  feet  of  semi-active  records,  disposed  of 
24,361  cubic  feet,  and  had  53,327  cubic  feet  on  hand  at  the  close  of  the  biennium. 
Reference  service  actions  from  these  records  reached  a total  of  62,072. 

Administrative  Changes . In  order  to  unify  the  State's  approach  to  museum 
activities,  the  control  and  supervision  of  the  appropriations  to  the  eight  State- 
aided  museums  was  transferred  to  the  Historical  andMuseum  Commission  from  the 
Department  of  Education.  In  the  Commission's  museum  setup,  the  creation  of  new 
museums  in  various  parts  of  Pennsylvania  made  it  necessary  to  consolidate  at  Bureau 
level  various  special  skills  as  accessions  research,  design,  and  structural  planning. 
The  specialized  nature  of  the  museum  and  archives  facilities  in  Harrisburg  made  it 
advisable  to  transfer  responsibility  for  custodial  work  from  the  Department  of 
Property  and  Supplies  to  the  Commission,  which  was  done  in  July,  1968. 

Financial  Changes . There  were  no  major  changes  in  the  sources  of  revenue  and 
the  purposes  of  expenditures  for  the  general  operations  of  the  Commission.  Under 
the  Land  and  Water  Conservation  and  Reclamation  Act  of  1968,  fifteen  contracts  for 
construction,  improvements,  etc.,  at  Commission  properties  were  awarded  for  a total 
of  $1,061,277.  In  order  to  make  the  Commonwealth  eligible  for  Federal  aid  in 
historical  preservation,  the  Commission  undertook  a Historic  Sites  Survey.  Late 
in  the  biennium,  limitations  in  personnel  delayed  the  opening  of  some  new  museums 
and  historical  properties,  and  curtailed  the  research  activities. 


Respectfully  submitted, 


S.  K.  STEVENS 
Executive  Director 


October  30,  1970 
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ACTIVITIES  REPORT 


Bureau  of  Archives  and  History 
Frepared  by  Donald  H.  Kent,  Director 
September  1,  1968  to  August  31,  1969 

In  the  year  since  this  Bureau's  last  activities  report  was  prepared 
for  the  Commission,  much  progress  has  been  made  in  its  archival  and  histori- 
cal work  and  in  other  activities  which  it  carries  on.  This  is  largely 
covered  in  the  reports  of  its  divisions  and  units  which  follow,  even  though 
they  have  been  abridged  and  excerpted  from  the  regular  reports  to  the 
Bureau  throughout  the  year.  Here  it  is  necessary  only  to  comment  on  a 
few  important  developments  and  to  report  on  those  in  which  the  Bureau 
Director  has  been  more  immediately  involved. 

The  personnel  records  operation  of  the  State  Records  Center  received 
much  attention  to  make  sure  that  it  got  underway  without  wasted  effort, 
rlans  and  preparations  were  made  for  the  use  of  automatic  date  processing 
to  index  and  locate  these  records,  if  the  money  requested  for  this  should  be 
made  available.  The  Bureau  Director  and  the  Records  Center  Manager  held  a 
number  of  conferences  with  Mr.  LeRoy  DeEuy  and  his  assistant  Mrs.  Swank,  of 
the  Records  Management  Section  of  the  Office  of  Administration,  to  work  out 
the  details. 

Late  in  January,  the  Bureau  Director  accompanied  Mr.  DePuy  on  a two- 
day  visit  to  the  National  Personnel  Records  Center  at  St.  Louis,  Missouri, 
to  see  such  an  automated  system  handling  millions  of  personnel  records  effect 
ively  and  expeditiously.  Eight  months  after  seeing  this  impressive  operation 
it  is  good  to  report  that  sufficient  money  was  allocated  for  us  to  duplicate 
it  on  a smaller  scale  for  the  State's  personnel  records. 

As  Mr.  Work  indicates  in  the  Archives  report,  there  have  been  diffi- 
culties and  delays  in  activating  the  enlarged  County  Records  Committee  and 
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the  newly-authorized  Local  Government  Records  Committee.  When  these  commit- 
tees do  meet,  much  thought  must  be  given  to  the  problems  of  carrying  on 
these  programs  within  the  limitations  of  our  present  staff  and  funds.  With 
the  County  Records  Committee  we  do  have  a fairly  good  foundation  for  going 
ahead,  since  the  exploratory  survey  which  the  Commission  financed  some  years 
ago  out  of  the  Historical  Preservation  Fund  covered  not  only  the  records  of 
prothonotaries  and  clerks  of  courts  but  those  of  all  county  offices.  The 
field  of  municipal,  township,  and  authority  records,  however,  is  almost 
entirely  unexplored,  and  will  require  careful  study  before  records  disposi- 
tion schedules  can  be  drafted  and  recommended  to  the  Local  Government  Records 
Committee.  When  the  State  Archivist  and  the  Bureau  Director  talked  to  the 
borough  secretaries  session  in  June  at  Pittsburgh,  there  was  evident  disap- 
pointment that  schedules  were  not  already  available  to  determine  which  of 
their  records  could  safely  be  disposed  of,  and  which  should  be  preserved. 

The  Bureau's  function  of  aiding  and  encouraging  historical  societies 
has  not  been  overlooked,  although  no  staff  member  has  been  able  to  devote 
much  time  to  it.  The  Bureau  Director,  the  heads  of  divisions  and  units, 
and  sometimes  other  staff  members  have  been  called  upon  by  historical 
societies  for  advice  and  suggestions  in  problems  of  organization,  research, 
and  the  care  of  collections--by  letter,  telephone,  or  personal  visit.  Thus, 
the  Bureau  Director  has  had  several  visits  from  concerned  members  of 
societies  in  distant  counties  such  as  Lawrence  and  Chester;  Mr.  Work  advised 
the  Juniata  County  Historical  Society  on  the  arrangement  and  preservation 
of  its  manuscript  collections;  and  Mr.  Hunter  has  been  involved  similarly. 

The  Division  of  History  undertook  several  microfilming  projects  at 
the  request  of  historical  societies,  and  sent  all  the  active  societies  new 
Commission  publications--as  directed  by  law.  Mrs.  Gibson's  compilation  of 
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"News  and  Comment"  involved  reaching  every  active  society  four  times  a year, 
and  maintaining  an  up-to-date  file  of  principal  officers  and  mailing  ad- 
dresses, which  will  be  used  this  fall  to  prepare  a new  edition  of  the 
Directory.  Even  the  State  Records  Center,  which  would  seem  to  have  no 
connection  with  historical  societies,  aided  the  Bucks  County  Historical 
Society  by  fumigating  the  Moravian  tottery  and  Tile  Works  records. 

The  Ethnic  Culture  Survey  and  the  Junior  Historian  Office  were  also 
active  in  this  field,  and  their  attention  was  reciprocated  by  various  socie- 
ties. Some  welcomed  the  idea  of  collecting  folk  cultural  materials,  and 
Mr.  Glassie  had  difficulty  in  keeping  up  with  all  the  invitations  to  speak 
to  them.  Others  encouraged  the  activities  of  Junior  Historian  chapters,  and 
gave  them  scholarships  to  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture. 

Indeed,  cooperation  with  the  societies  is  far  from  being  one-way. 

They  are  eager  to  help  when  they  find  what  they  can.  When  the  arrangement 
and  inventory  of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society  Collections  deposited 
in  the  Archives  were  partially  completed,  Society  officials  took  Mr.  Whipkey 
and  Mr.  Suran  on  a tour  of  their  headquarters  and  historic  sites  in  the 
county,  so  that  the  two  archivists  would  be  more  familiar  with  the  area  from 
which  these  manuscripts  came.  A mere  hint  that  this  might  be  helpful  brought 
a prompt  invitation. 

What  has  been  done  so  far,  however,  merely  points  the  way  and  suggests 
what  could  be  accomplished  with  a better  defined  program  for  aiding  the 
historical  societies.  In  the  private  sector,  their  manuscript  and  museum 
collections,  their  publications,  and  their  historic  properties  are  a sub- 
stantial part  of  the  historical  resources  of  Pennsylvania;  and,  with  more 
than  70,000  members,  they  are  an  important  factor  in  getting  support  for 


historical  activities. 
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As  part  of  our  cooperative  work  with  historical  societies,  the  Bureau 
Director  planned  and  edited  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  publi- 
cation on  Pennsylvania 1 s Architecture  by  Dr.  Irwin  Richman,  who  wrote  the 
manuscript  while  he  was  still  on  the  Museum  staff.  Most  of  its  numerous 
illustrations  came  from  the  Commission's  collections.  This  attractive 
pamphlet  fills  a real  need  for  a popular,  inexpensive  survey  of  the  archi- 
tectural story  of  our  State,  and  is  therefore  a welcome  addition  to  the 
Commission's  list.  Another  Association  pamphlet,  The  Negro  in  Pennsylvania 
History . is  in  preparation  by  Dr.  Ira  Brown,  of  Pennsylvania  State  Univer- 
sity, who  was  assisted  in  locating  material  in  the  research  collections, 
the  Ethnic  Culture  Survey,  and  elsewhere. 

The  fourth  annual  Research  Conference,  held  in  cooperation  with  the 
Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  on  May  2-3,  was  perhaps  the  most 
successful  and  interesting  of  these  yearly  get-togethers  of  academic  his- 
torians concerned  with  research  on  Pennsylvania  history.  The  subjects  of 
governors'  papers,  business  history,  and  Negro  history,  and  the  problem  of 
Pennsylvania  biographies,  aroused  attention  and  stirred  up  interest.  Most 
of  the  Commission's  historians  and  archivists  attended. 

The  62nd  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical 
Societies  was  held  in  Reading  on  May  10  to  honor  the  Centennial  of  the 
Historical  Society  of  Berks  County.  The  program  featured  this  anniversary, 
as  well  as  historical  society  projects  and  problems.  Some  confusion  and 
miscalculation  in  timing  resulted  from  trying  to  coordinate  arrangements 
between  the  Harrisburg  office  and  Reading,  but  Berks  County  hospitality 
made  up  for  it.  In  the  business  session  Commissioner  Ralph  Hazeltine  was 
elected  President  of  the  Federation,  and  so  it  is  very  likely  that  there 
will  be  more  to  report  on  it  in  the  coming  year. 
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As  time  permitted,  the  Bureau  Director  continued  work  on  the  edito- 
rial review  of  the  text  and  notes  of  Volume  I of  The  Papers  of  Henry 
Bouquet , revising  translations  and  making  suggestions  for  further  research 
on  doubtful  points  in  the  notes.  Mrs.  Leonard  patiently  followed  up  every 
clue,  usually  with  success.  As  a result  of  this  review  and  revision,  the 
manuscript  is  now  in  good  shape,  but  the  introduction  remains  to  be  written. 

During  the  winter,  Miss  Beckman,  the  compiler  of  Volume  I of  the 
Statutes  at  Large,  made  a remarkable  find  in  the  British  Public  Record 
Office  in  London- -the  official  text  of  the  Duke  of  York's  Laws,  which  were 
in  force  in  the  territory  which  became  Pennsylvania  from  1676  to  1682.  They 
had  been  known  in  other  versions,  and  the  version  in  use  in  Hempsted,  Long 
Island,  was  published  by  the  Commonwealth  in  1879  as  the  Duke  of  Yorke 1 s 
Book  of  Laws . The  London  text,  however,  differs  from  the  Long  Island 
version  in  a number  of  passages,  and  it  must  be  regarded  as  official,  since 
it  was  approved  by  the  Duke  and  deposited  in  the  official  records.  Miss 
Beckman  had  Xerox  copies  made  at  her  own  expense  and  sent  here  for  the 
growing  research  collection  on  early  Pennsylvania  laws- -a  very  important 
by-product  of  the  Statutes  at  Large  project. 

In  May,  realizing  that  Miss  Beckman  would  be  soon  returning  to 
Philadelphia  for  the  summer,  the  Bureau  Director  laid  other  things  aside  so 
far  as  possible  and  concentrated  on  the  editorial  review  and  rechecking  of 
her  bulky  manuscript,  so  as  to  push  it  along  rapidly  while  she  was  available 
for  consultation.  Work  with  her  continued  throughout  the  summer.  This  was 
mainly  by  correspondence;  but  the  Bureau  Director  went  to  thiladelphia  for 
an  all-day  conference  early  in  July,  when  our  friends  at  the  Historical 
Society  of  Pennsylvania  were  most  helpful;  and  Miss  Beckman  came  to  Harris- 
burg late  in  August  to  wind  up  the  discussions  until  the  Christmas  season. 
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About  fifty  pages  of  the  Introduction  were  rewritten,  and  complete  agree- 
ment was  reached  on  the  remaining  details,  so  far  as  they  could  be  fore- 
seen. This  will  make  further  progress  possible  during  her  absence  in 
Scotland . 

The  Bureau  Director  continued  to  serve  as  Pennsylvania  chairman  for 
the  annual  awards  program  of  the  American  Association  for  State  and  Local 
History,  and  submitted  a number  of  nominations.  At  the  annual  meeting  of 
the  AASLH  in  St.  Paul,  Minnesota,  on  August  23-26,  it  was  good  to  learn  that 
at  least  two  Awards  of  Merit  and  two  Certificates  of  Commendation  were  being 
given  to  Pennsylvania  societies  and  individuals,  although  public  announce- 
ment will  not  be  made  until  later  in  the  fall.  A related  item--which  in- 
volved, however,  only  the  unobtrusive  gathering  of  information  for  the 
national  awards  chairman- -was  announced  at  the  Association's  annual  banquet, 
when  its  highest  honor,  the  Award  of  Distinction,  was  presented  to  Dr. 
Stevens . 

During  the  year,  of  course,  there  have  been  some  difficulties  and 
problems,  partly  from  lack  of  time  to  accomplish  all  that  had  hopefully 
been  planned,  and  partly  from  the  loss  of  able  and  experienced  personnel. 

The  resignation  of  Henry  Glassie  in  April  was  felt  as  a great  loss  because 
of  his  brilliant  accomplishment  in  setting  up  the  Ethnic  Culture  Survey 
and  in  "selling"  its  folk  cultural  program  far  and  wide;  but  the  appointment 
of  David  Hufford  about  a month  later  put  this  activity  on  a sound  basis 
again,  with  a new  emphasis  on  systematic  projects.  The  resignation  of 
Dennis  Lawson  in  August  was  an  equally  serious  blow,  for  he  had  had  great 
success  in  expanding  the  Junior  Historian  work.  No  replacement  for  him  has 
yet  been  found,  but  the  Bureau  office  is  making  every  effort  to  keep  this 
important  activity  moving  forward. 
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Division  of  Archives  and  Manuscripts 
Reported  by  William  H.  Work 

Accessions  during  the  past  year  have  been  gratifying  in  volume  and 
importance.  The  most  notable  are  the  papers,  public  and  private,  of  the 
late  Governor  John  S.  Fisher,  presented  by  his  grandson  and  grand -daughter ; 
a portion  of  the  papers  of  former  Governor  Arthur  H.  James,  transferred 
from  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania  where  they  had  been  deposited 
originally;  and  the  papers  of  John  M.  rhillips,  well  known  Pittsburgh 
conservationist.  All  three  of  these  collections  have  been  processed,  and 
suitable  finding  aids  prepared  for  the  use  of  researchers.  Smaller  bodies 
of  records  have  been  received  from  a number  of  State  agencies,  either  through 
the  Records  Center  or  by  direct  transfer,  and  fitted  into  our  established 
record  groups.  In  addition,  a small  Hiram  Andrews  collection  was  received 
by  way  of  the  Johnstown  Rehabilitation  Center,  and  cubic  feet  of  the 
papers  of  Governor  Robert  E.  Patterson  were  presented  by  his  family,  together 
with  some  mementoes  which  were  deposited  in  the  Museum. 

Two  exceptionally  complicated  projects  in  arrangement  and  description 
were  completed  by  Miss  Simonetti  in  late  February  and  March.  One  was  the 
records  of  this  Commission  and  its  predecessors,  which  had  long  been  in 
storage  in  the  attic  of  the  old  Museum.  These  old  files  have  now  been 
logically  organized  and  made  available  for  use  in  Record  Group  13.  The 
other  project  dealt  with  records  of  the  office  of  the  Secretary  of  Property 
and  Supplies  and  the  Board  of  Commissioners  of  Public  Grounds  and  Buildings, 
mostly  between  1930  and  1962.  These  were  selected  historical  files, 
including  photographs,  relating  to  many  State  structures--especially  the 
building  of  the  Capitol  irark  Extension.  Both  these  groups  have  high  refer- 
ence value,  and  their  organization  reflects  great  credit  on  the  responsible 
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After  the  John  M.  Phillips  papers  were  received,  Miss  Simonetti 
began  the  work  of  arranging  and  describing  this  fine  collection  early  in 
April,  and  completed  the  preliminary  inventory  on  June  12.  Almost  at  once 
she  began  re-working  the  J.  Horace  McFarland  papers,  another  splendid  body 
of  records  for  the  history  of  the  conservation  movement.  This  collection 
has  been  in  our  custody  for  some  years,  but  was  never  properly  organized 
for  lack  of  time. 

In  February,  Mr.  Whipkey  and  Mr.  Suran  were  assigned  the  work  on 
processing  the  manuscript  collections  of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical 
Society  which  are  on  deposit  with  this  Commission.  Many  of  the  bundles  of 
documents  have  lain  untouched  in  their  boxes  since  the  offices  which  created 
them  were  closed.  A great  deal  of  work  in  cleaning,  flattening,  arrangement, 
and  interpretation  was  necessary  to  prepare  these  records  for  use,  but  they 
provide  a mine  of  information  on  the  early  iron  industry  and  allied  busi- 
nesses in  the  Lebanon  County  area.  Working  with  some  interruptions,  they 
completed  identification  of  the  various  papers  in  June,  and  a preliminary 
inventory  was  ready  by  the  end  of  the  summer.  About  the  same  time,  Mr. 

Shelly  completed  his  inventory  and  analysis  of  the  records  of  the  Board  of 
Claims,  1862-1905,  which  had  also  been  a labor  of  months.  Thus,  these  three 
younger  archivists  completed  work  on  the  arrangement  and  description  of  two 
major  bodies  of  records,  and  notably  increased  the  resources  of  the  Archives 
for  historians. 

Records  retention  and  disposition  schedules  were  examined  and  approved 
for  26  State  agencies,  involving  272  new  items  and  304  amendments.  The 
disposal  of  4,346  cubic  feet  of  records  was  approved. 

During  the  winter,  the  county  and  local  records  program  required 
considerable  time  and  attention.  Field  trips  were  made  to  Pittsburgh, 
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Norristown,  and  Williamsport,  and  mail  and  telephone  inquiries  resolved.  A 
revised  schedule  for  the  records  of  the  office  of  Clerk  of  Courts  was  drafted 
for  submission  to  the  County  Records  Committee,  and  two  conferences  were  held 
with  representatives  of  associations  of  local  officials.  Efforts  were  also 
made  to  activate  the  newly-authorized  Local  Government  Records  Committee,  and 
all  but  one  of  its  members  were  appointed  by  June.  It  is  hoped  that  the  first 
meeting  of  this  meeting  can  be  held  early  in  the  fall. 

The  County  Records  Committee  as  originally  constituted  met  on  April  17 
and  gave  approval  to  the  Clerk  of  Courts  schedule  and  the  revised  trothonotary 
schedule,  thus  completing  the  main  assignment  under  the  original  County  Records 
Act.  The  new  schedules  with  explanatory  bulletins  were  mailed  to  the  respec- 
tive officials  in  all  counties  from  second  class  A to  the  eighth  class  on 
May  22,  and  we  have  already  received  some  declarations  of  intention  to  apply 
them.  It  was  decided  to  hold  no  further  meetings  of  the  County  Records 
Committee  until  the  appointments  authorized  by  the  amended  County  Records 
Act  had  been  made.  Then  it  will  proceed  to  consider  schedules  for  other 
county  offices. 

The  Chief  Archivist  and  the  Bureau  Director  attended  the  convention 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Association  of  Boroughs  on  June  23  and  24,  and  spoke 
briefly  at  the  Borough  Secretaries'  session  to  outline  the  provisions  of  the 
Municipal  Records  Act  and  to  explain  what  the  Local  Government  Records  Com- 
mittee could  do  to  aid  in  rainicipal  records  problems,  when  it  becomes  active. 
From  the  questions  asked,  the  sooner  this  comes  to  pass,  the  better,  in  the 
opinion  of  these  key  borough  officials. 

While  there  have  been  some  shifts  and  changes,  the  professional  staff 
of  the  Archives  has  remained  fairly  stable.  In  January,  Frank  Suran  joined 
the  staff  as  an  Archivist  I to  replace  George  Beyer,  who  was  transferred  to 
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the  Division  of  History  in  October.  Mr.  Rornig  resigned  as  Archivist  I in 
May  to  accept  a position  nearer  his  home,  but  was  replaced  at  the  end  of 
this  period  by  Miss  Dana  Gisselraan,  who  comes  to  us  with  desirable  exper- 
ience in  the  manuscript  collections  of  the  State  Historical  Society  of  Wis- 
consin. Considerable  time  is  devoted  to  training  such  new  staff  members,  with 
a planned  program  to  make  them  efficient  as  quickly  as  possible.  With 
clerical  and  typing  personnel,  our  experience  has  been  less  fortunate;  there 
are  now  several  vacancies  in  this  category,  a situation  which  curtails  the 
output  of  the  professional  staff. 

Two  conferences  were  held  with  officers  of  the  Juniata  County  Histori- 
cal Society,  and  advice  was  given  on  the  arrangement  and  preservation  of 
its  manuscript  material.  To  enlarge  the  Society's  research  facilities,  sets 
of  the  5th,  6th,  7th,  8th,  and  9th  series  of  the  Pennsylvania  Archives  were 
sent  to  its  quarters  in  the  courthouse  at  Mifflintown.  Before  concluding 
their  work  on  the  collections  of  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society  de- 
posited in  the  Archives,  Mr.  Whipkey  and  Mr.  Suran  spent  a day  visiting  the 
Society  headquarters  in  Lebanon  and  touring  historic  sites  in  that  area  with 
Society  officers  as  guides.  The  chief  archivist  spent  a day  at  the  Library 
and  Archives  of  the  Mennonite  Historical  Society  in  Lancaster  County. 

On  February  10,  the  Chief  Archivist  spoke  at  a dinner  meeting  of  the 
Administrative  Management  Society  at  York.  Four  of  the  archivists  attended 
meetings  of  the  Organization  of  American  Historians  in  Philadelphia  on 
April  18.  On  May  2,  Mr.  Whipkey  spoke  at  the  annual  research  conference  in 
Harrisburg  on  the  Governor  John  S.  Fisher  papers.  On  June  2-13,  he  attended 
the  Institute  on  Archives  Administration  held  at  the  National  Archives  in 
Washington,  and  in  July  he  attended  a one-day  seminar  on  local  legislation 
conducted  by  the  Pennsylvania  Local  Government  Foundation. 
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Work  on  the  military  abstract  project  was  resumed  on  June  5,  when  two 
student  aides.  Nine  Coleman  and  Betsy  Gerber,  returned  for  their  third 
summer  in  the  Archives.  The  final  count  is  not  completed  but  it  appears 
that  the  production  record  will  be  broken  again  this  year  with  approximately 
12,500  cards  typed.  Another  special  summer  activity  was  Dr.  George  Wolf's 
six-week  seminar  with  eleven  students  from  the  Capitol  Campus  of  Pennsylvania 
State  University. 

A large  proportion  of  staff  time  is  required  to  meet  the  demands  for 
reference  service.  Since  occupying  our  new  building  these  demands  show  an 
average  increase  of  10%  a year.  Mrs.  Philpott  now  devotes  full  time  to  this 
service.  She  skillfully  handles  the  public  with  a friendly  manner  in  the 
search  room  and  carries  on  a heavy  correspondence  in  reply  to  mail  in- 
quiries. Mr.  Shelly  and  Mr.  Bown  have  been  increasingly  involved  in  this 
work,  and  Mr.  Bown  is  handling  all  the  business  in  connection  with  orders 
for  duplication  of  our  records,  in  addition  to  his  other  duties  as  an 
archivist. 

Some  aspects  of  the  reference  service  are  presented  here  to  show  what 
is  involved; 

SEARCH  ROOM  VISITORS,  SEPTEMBER,  1968  - AUGUST,  1969 
Faculty  members  - 29  including: 

Frank  L.  Klement  - Professor  of  History,  Marquette  University 

Ira  V.  Brown  - Professor  of  American  History,  Pennsylvania  State 
Univeristy 

Jackson  T.  Main  - Professor  of  History,  State  University  of  New 

York  at  Stonybrook 

Jack  P.  Greene  - Professor  of  History,  The  Johns  Hopkins  University 

Robert  J.  Taylor  - Professor  of  History,  Tufts  University  and 

editor  of  The  Susquehanna  Company  Papers 

Graduate  Students  - 24 


Pursuing  research  for  masters  theses  or  doctoral  dissertations. 
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Representatives  of  Other  Cultural  Institutions  - 38 

Including  county  historical  societies,  the  Smithsonian  Institution, 
museums,  National  Park  Service  historians,  and  libraries. 

Representatives  of  Government  Agencies  - 14 

Some  of  the  Subjects  of  Research: 

Constitutional  Convention  Records 

Schuylkill  Navigation  Company 

Eighteenth  Century  furniture  and  architecture 

History  of  Democratization  of  America,  1780-1830 

Ten-Hour  Legislation 

Career  of  William  Maclay 

Gov.  James  Administration 

Fight  for  the  U.S.  Capital 

Pennsylvania  Factory  Inspection 

Ephrata  Community 

Life  of  the  Rev.  John  Monteith 

The  Negro  in  Pennsylvania  History 

History  of  the  Pennsylvania  Hospital 

Political  Alignments  Before  1788 

State  Politics,  1870-1890 

The  Christmas  Riot 

A Study  of  Politics  in  Pennsylvania,  1790-1805 

Legislative  and  Political  History  of  Pennsylvania 

Study  of  Philadelphia,  1776-1789 

The  Fur  Trade 

American  Economic  History 

Nineteenth  Century  Manufacturing 

Resort  Industry  of  the  Delaware  Water  Gap 

Susquehanna  Company  Papers 

Pennsylvania  Iron 

Indian  Policies  of  the  Provincial  Government,  1750-1775 
Philadelphia  Region  - Early  Twentieth  Century 
City  Halls  of  Philadelphia 
Pennsylvania  Mainline  Canal 


This  list  would  be  considerably  extended  if  a record  of  mail  inquiries  had 
been  compiled. 


Division  of  History 
Reported  by  William  A.  Hunter 

During  the  past  year,  the  work  on  publications  has  been  both  gratify- 
ing and  exasperating.  When  finally  delivered,  the  various  pamphlets,  leaf- 
lets, and  folders  have  been  creditable  and  attractive  productions;  but 
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printers'  delays  with  two  of  the  publications  have  been  annoying  and  even 
embarrassing.  Thus,  although  it  was  reported  a year  ago  that  Ernest  Miller's 
This  Was  Early  Oil  would  be  available  at  the  printer's  pleasure,  it  was 
not  delivered  until  October  24.  Similarly,  the  manuscript  of  Dr.  George 
Wolf's  The  Fair  Play  Settlers  of  the  West  Branch  Valley  has  been  at  the 
printer's  since  August,  1968;  all  the  stages  of  proof,  indexing,  and  other 
details  have  been  completed  for  some  time;  but  we  are  still  awaiting  for 
the  finished  publication. 

The  striking  dust  cover  of  This  Was  Early  Oil  was  designed  by 
Donald  C.  Culp,  of  the  Museum  staff,  who  also  designed  the  cover  for  the 
second  printing  of  The  Building  of  terry ' s Fleet . Such  assistance  by  the 
Museum  in  publications  artwork  has  been  very  helpful. 

During  the  winter,  "Pennsylvania  Transportation  Illustrated,"  a 
picture  packet  planned  by  Mr.  Dennis  Lawson  especially  for  school  use,  was 
delivered  on  December  18;  and  a new  printing  of  Susquehannock  Miscellany 
came  on  February  21.  Spring  brought  delivery  of  many  smaller  items;  folders 
on  Ephrata  Cloister,  Brown's  Mill  School,  the  Old  Stone  House,  the  Military 
Museum,  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum,  and  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum;  three 
property  admission  tickets;  and  a new  list  of  publications.  On  July  29 
came  still  more  of  these  minor  items:  a folder  on  the  Johnstown  Tavern, 

two  property  admission  tickets,  two  Archives  Information  Leaflets,  and  eight 
Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflets. 

Of  the  Historic  Pennsylvania  Leaflets  it  may  be  interesting  to  note 
that  five  are  reprints,  attractively  redesigned  and  reset;  that  one, 
"Harrisburg:  Pennsylvania's  Capital  City,"  repeats  an  old  title  but  has  a 
new  and  up-to-date  text,  contributed  by  laul  B.  Beers,  feature  writer  of  the 
Harrisburg  Evening  News;  and  that  two  are  entirely  new  and,  in  a sense, 
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timely.  No.  29,  "The  Underground  Railroad,"  was  written  by  Mrs.  Linda 
McCurdy,  a student  aide  in  the  summer  of  1968;  and  No.  30,  "Centennial 
Exhibition  of  1876,"  by  Mr.  Dennis  Lawson. 

The  sale  of  Commission  publications  in  the  twelve  months  totaled 
$17,318.87.  This  figure  may  appear  low  in  comparison  with  $21,101.72  for 
the  previous  twelve  months,  but  it  should  be  remembered  that  the  first  rush 
of  orders  for  the  microfilm  editions  under  the  Federal  grant  came  then, 
swelling  the  earlier  total  by  at  least  $5,000.  These  microfilms  are  still 
selling,  of  course,  but  more  slowly  now  that  the  first  demand  was  met. 

Besides  handling  all  these  publications  orders,  the  Division's  cleri- 
cal staff  looked  after  6,470  requests  for  free  materials,  typed  857  letters 
in  answer  to  historical  inquiries  and  other  correspondence,  and  did  other 
typing  and  clerical  work  related  to  the  Division's  research  and  editorial 
activities . 

A move  of  great  benefit  to  the  publications  program,  in  the  Adminis- 
trative Division  of  the  Executive  Office,  was  the  employment  of  Mr.  Viguers 
to  manage  the  publications  stock  room.  With  help  from  Mr.  Myers,  Associate 
Historian  for  Publications,  Mr.  Viguers  brought  the  publications  stock  into 
good  order  and  under  control. 

Work  on  the  inclusive  card  file  bibliography  of  Pennsylvania  con- 
tinued under  Mrs.  Gibson's  direction  and  with  Mrs.  Kauffman's  help.  All 
the  entries  from  Writings  on  Pennsylvania  History  and  Bibl iography  of 
Pennsylvania  History  are  being  incorporated  into  the  file,  transferring 
these  by  Xerox  onto  individual  filing  cards.  Thus  there  will  be  one  contin- 
uous sequence  in  this  master  file  on  Pennsylvania  history,  containing  both 
the  old  entries  from  previous  compilations  and  the  new  entries,  of  which 
about  3,000  were  added  by  January  1.  With  the  help  of  summer  workers  in 
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the  past  two  months,  Mrs.  Gibson  brought  the  bibliography  file  to  substan- 
tial completeness,  to  the  present  day.  Further  work  will  undoubtedly  be 
required  in  certain  sections- -1 iterary  works,  for  example--and  rare  or 
obscure  books  and  articles  will  continue  to  turn  up;  but  the  chief  work 
now  remaining  is  that  of  adding  current  items  as  they  appear. 

Mrs.  Gibson  also  prepared  the  "News  and  Comments"  section  for 
Pennsylvania  History  throughout  the  year,  and  compiled  the  report  of  the 
Fourth  Research  Conference  held  on  May  2-3,  1969.  Her  study  of  "Historical 
Evidence  of  the  Buffalo  in  Pennsylvania"  was  the  lead  article  in  the 
April  issue  of  The  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography . 

Effective  October  24,  Mr.  George  Beyer  was  transferred  from  his 
position  as  Archivist  I in  the  Division  of  Archives  to  Historian  I in  this 
Division,  where  his  highly  successful  experience  as  editor  of  the  former 
Federal  microfilm  project  has  proved  most  helpful  in  carrying  on  the  regular 
microfilming  operations.  This  filming  represents  not  only  additions  to  our 
own  research  collections  but  also  work  done  on  order  for  individual  scholars. 
Thus,  to  mention  only  the  larger  orders,  Mrs.  Sariano  microfilmed  three 
rolls  of  iron  furnace  records  ordered  by  Professor  Stanley  Engerman  of  the 
University  of  Rochester  and  five  rolls  of  Port  of  Philadelphia  records 
ordered  by  Professor  R.  Fenton  Duvall  of  Whitworth  College,  Spokane, 
Washington.  Sometimes  an  order  happens  to  coincide  with  our  own  intention 
of  filming  valuable  archival  materials  to  avoid  damage  from  frequent  hand- 
ling by  researchers;  in  such  cases  the  negative  microfilm  is  retained,  and 
only  a duplicate  positive  is  sold.  This  occurred  with  three  rolls  of 
Conscientious  Objectors  Depositions  (1862),  filmed  for  Professor  Grant  M. 
Stoltzfus  of  Eastern  Mennonite  College.  Here  the  decision  to  retain  the 
negative  was  further  justified  when  the  Lancaster  Mennonite  Historical 
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Society  also  ordered  a duplicate  positive  and  the  Eastern  Pennsylvania 
Mennonite  Historical  Library  inquired  about  it. 

In  the  microfilming  specifically  for  our  research  collections,  Mrs. 
Sariano,  working  under  Mr.  Beyer's  supervision,  microfilmed  the  Wilkes- 
Barre  Advertiser,  1814-1815,  and  the  Annville  Journal . 1890-1937.  The 
latter  was  done  in  cooperation  with  the  Lebanon  County  Historical  Society, 
which  lent  us  the  newspapers  and  is  buying  the  five  rolls  of  positives. 

After  much  checking  and  some  retakes,  the  24  rolls  of  microfilm  of  the 
Reading  Labor  Advocate  were  finally  completed;  one  set  of  positives  has 
already  been  sold  to  the  Reading  Public  Library. 

A careful  examination  of  the  microfilm  rolls  in  our  collections  was 
also  made,  as  time  permitted,  on  the  lookout  for  damage  or  defects.  In  the 
course  of  this  inspection,  it  was  found  that  some  positives  of  the  Provincial 
Records  film  were  badly  scratched.  Investigation  indicated  that  the  damage 
came  in  the  process  of  making  photostatic  enlargements  of  these  films.  The 
damaged  rolls  must  be  replaced,  and  the  making  of  photostatic  enlargements 
has  been  halted  until  the  equipment  can  be  corrected. 

Recent  microfilm  developments  include  the  first  work  on  a project  for 
filming  early  Lancaster  County  tax  lists  in  the  custody  of  the  Lancaster 
County  Historical  Society,  work  by  Mr.  Beyer  on  a guide  to  the  microfilmed 
Simon  Cameron  Papers,  and  preliminary  discussions  of  arrangements  for 
filming  the  John  Hoge  Papers  at  Washington  and  Jefferson  College. 

From  time  to  time  Mr.  Beyer  also  assisted  Mrs.  Gibson  in  the  biblio- 
graphy project;  and  Mrs.  Gibson  and  he  helped  Mr.  Myers  in  proofreading  and 
similar  publications  work.  Mr.  Myers'  time  has  been  more  than  adequately 
taken  up  with  publications.  Mrs.  Leonard  has  concentrated  on  the  Bouquet 
Papers,  following  up  all  suggestions  and  clearing  up  questions  raised  in 
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the  course  of  Mr.  Kent's  editorial  checking  of  the  text  and  notes  of 
Volume  1. 

As  a result  of  the  negotiations  by  Mr.  DeJonge  of  the  Museum  staff, 
the  photograph  collection  of  the  late  Mr.  Warren  G.  Harder  was  offered  to 
the  Commission  and  inventoried  by  Mrs.  Gibson.  After  the  Commission  approved 
this  purchase,  these  photographs  became  a valuable  addition  to  the  picture 
files  in  the  research  collections.  The  Division  of  History  assisted  in 
acquiring  several  items  which  will  be  preserved  in  the  Archives.  One  was 
the  1756  manuscript  map  of  Fort  Augusta  by  Elias  Meyer;  purchased  by  the 
State  Library  in  1922,  it  had  since  escaped  from  custody  but  was  recovered 
and  identified  by  Mr.  Ben  Wolf,  of  Philadelphia,  who  voluntarily  and 
generously  restored  it  to  the  Archives  on  January  15.  Another  was  two 
visitors'  registers  from  the  1876  Centennial  Exhibition,  which  the  Division 
Chief  identified  some  years  ago  in  the  Bureau  of  Land  Records;  these 
finally  came  to  the  Commission  on  February  21.  On  April  24,  Mrs.  rauline 
Fisher  Taylor  presented  a group  of  family  tauf scheins , including  two  from 
the  1790' s.  Five  boxes  of  research  notes  from  the  late  Dr.  Paul  A.  W. 

Wallace  were  added  to  similar  materials  already  in  our  files,  and  a few  of 
his  books  and  pamphlets  were  placed  in  our  library.  Selected  rolls  of 
microfilmes  Amherst  Papers  were  obtained  some  years  ago  from  the  Library 
of  Congress;  and  33  more  rolls  are  now  being  acquired  to  complete  the 
records  of  Sir  Jeffery  Amherst  in  America. 

Besides  all  these  activities,  the  historians  attended  various  meet- 
ings throughout  the  year--too  numerous  to  mention  in  detail.  The  Division 
Chief  was  the  principal  speaker  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania 
German  Society  on  April  26,  and  Mr.  Myers  on  the  same  day  talked  on" The 
Battle  of  Lake  Erie"  at  a meeting  of  the  Keystonians.  Surprisingly,  Mrs. 
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Leonard  was  the  director  of  car  and  bus  parking  at  the  annual  Junior  His- 
torian convention  on  April  18-19;  while  Mrs.  Kauffman,  the  Division's  Clerk, 
helped  in  the  arrangements  for  and  at  the  convention.  At  the  Institute  of 
Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture  on  June  24-27,  Mrs.  Gibson  was  chairman  of 
the  seminar  on  President  Buchanan  and  his  family. 

The  photostat  service  continued  to  operate  very  satisfactorily. 

During  the  year,  Mr.  John  Clark  produced  6,325  photostatic  copies,  or  798 
photostats  for  the  Commission  and  5,527  for  other  departments  and  agencies 
who  continued  to  use  this  service  after  its  transfer  from  the  Department  of 
Property  and  Supplies.  In  the  spring,  this  work  was  curtailed  for  a time 
when  we  ran  out  of  photostat  paper  because  of  delay  in  filling  our  orders; 
but  even  then  the  more  urgent  needs  were  met  by  borrowing  paper  from  other 
agencies.  Had  this  difficulty  not  occurred,  the  production  of  photostats 
would  have  been  much  higher,  for  it  delayed  filling  a large  order  for 
copies  of  our  Robert  Morris  Collection. 

State  Records  Center 
Reported  by  Wylie  T.  Scott 

Throughout  the  period,  accessions  of  records  to  the  Center  continued 
at  a fairly  steady  rate,  averaging  about  1500  cubic  feet  a month.  Accessions 
for  July  and  August,  1969,  totaled  3,709  cubic  feet.  It  is  noteworthy  that, 
even  though  accessions  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June  30,  1969,  increased 
by  3,997  cubic  feet  over  the  previous  fiscal  year,  disposals  increased  by 
7,140  cubic  feet  during  the  same  period.  This  was  largely  the  result  of  a 
special  authorization  for  disposal  of  a single  discontinued  record  item 
amounting  to  approximately  4,000  cubic  feet.  Another  "bonus"  disposal  may 
result  from  the  recent  revision  of  the  Comptroller's  General  Schedule;  this 


-19- 


may  amount  to  more  than  5,0CG  cubic  feet.  Such  special  disposals  resulting 
from  revision  of  schedules  and  discontinuance  of  record  items,  together 
with  an  increase  in  the  rate  of  normal  disposals,  will  give  the  Records 
Center  an  additional  year  or  two  before  reaching  capacity. 

The  Records  Center  continued  to  welcome  representatives  of  various 
State  agencies  to  tour  its  facilities  and  to  observe  how  the  records  are 
stored  and  serviced.  The  Department  of  Highways,  the  Office  of  Administra- 
tion, the  Department  of  State,  the  Fish  Commission,  the  Department  of  Com- 
munity Affairs,  the  Department  of  Mines  and  Mineral  Industries,  the  Civil 
Service  Commission,  and  the  Department  of  Revenue  were  all  on  this  special 
visitors'  list. 

With  more  than  50,000  cubic  feet  of  records  now  in  the  Center,  it 
drew  more  and  more  investigators,  auditors,  and  researchers  who  came  to 
examine  and  check  the  records  of  various  agencies,  after  proper  clearance. 
Auditors  from  the  Federal  Bureau  of  Public  Roads,  the  Internal  Revenue 
Service,  the  Department  of  Health,  Education,  and  Welfare,  and  the  United 
States  Department  of  Agriculture  were  among  our  guests,  along  with  others 
from  commercial  accounting  firms.  It  even  brought  some  academic  researchers 
with  two  from  the  University  of  Pennsylvania  working  in  Insurance  Depart- 
ment Records,  and  another  from  Pennsylvania  State  University  in  Milk 
Commission  records.  By  March  there  were  sometimes  as  many  as  five  or  six 
a day  auditing  or  reviewing  records,  and  this  seriously  taxed  our  facilities 

To  forestall  possible  complaint,  arrangements  were  made  to  relocate 
and  enlarge  the  area  used  by  auditors  and  special  investigators.  with 
much  cooperation  from  Mr.  Hamm  and  the  Administrative  Division  of  the 
Executive  Office,  one  row  of  stacks  west  of  the  Center's  main  corridor  was 
removed  to  create  a quieter  and  more  secluded  work  space,  and  this  was 
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cleaned,  painted,  and  lighted.  This  relatively  simple  and  inexpensive  modi- 
fication of  our  facilities  was  much  appreciated. 

Since  the  beginning  of  activity  on  August  15,  1968,  in  the  Personnel 
Records  Section  of  the  Center,  55,200  personnel  folders  (608  boxes)  have 
been  worked,  and  approximately  11,000  index  cards  have  been  typed  in  dupli- 
cate. The  typing  of  cards  was  discontinued  some  time  ago,  since  they  will 
not  be  necessary  for  the  system  of  indexing  and  retrieving  personnel  records 
through  automatic  data  processing.  The  cards  will  not  be  wasted,  however; 
they  represent  the  first  batch  of  data  to  be  transferred  to  punched  cards. 
Henceforth,  the  data  will  be  prepared  in  the  form  of  lists  from  the  person- 
nel folders.  At  the  present  time,  we  have  5C6  boxes  of  folders  to  be  worked 
and  made  ready  for  listing;  of  these  179  are  from  the  State  Police,  which 
will  possibly  not  be  included. 

By  an  understanding  with  the  Records  Management  staff  of  the  0A,  the 
influx  of  additional  personnel  records  was  held  back  so  that  the  Records 
Center  would  not  be  swamped  with  more  than  it  could  handle. 

Assistance  was  given  in  other  activities  of  the  Commission  and  to 
other  agencies.  Two  men  from  the  Records  Center  aided  in  moving  the  papers 
of  Governor  Fisher  from  Indiana,  Pennsylvania,  to  the  Archives;  and,  more 
recently,  Records  Center  personnel  brought  three  truckloads  of  public 
utility  reports  from  the  State  Library.  This  vast  collection  of  the 
reports  of  railroads,  street  railways,  telephone  and  telegraph  companies, 
etc.,  to  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  had  been  stored  in  a basement 
area  of  the  State  Library,  but  was  ‘'orphaned”  when  that  Department  was 
abolished.  After  delays  in  getting  an  agency  to  take  the  responsibility  of 
moving  these  records,  our  Records  Center  clerks  did  the  job.  Aid  was  even 
given  to  historical  societies,  as  when  a truckload  of  records  from  the 
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Moravian  tottery  and  Tile  works,  Doylestown,  was  fumigated  for  the  Bucks 
County  Historical  Society.  Technical  assistance  and  advice  was  also  given 
to  records  coordinators  and  other  representatives  of  various  State  agencies. 

One  shipment  of  unusual  character  came  from  the  Department  of  Property 
and  Supplies  early  in  the  spring.  These  records  were  Final  Prints  from  the 
State  Art  Commission,  filling  330  non-standard-sized  boxes  mostly  26x38x8 
inches.  They  are  to  be  in  the  Records  Center  for  ten  years,  after  which 
they  will  be  reviewed.  If  the  reference  activity  is  then  at  a minimum,  the 
records  will  be  transferred  to  the  Archives. 

a meeting  on  June  4 conducted  by  the  Research  Development  Center  on 
Survey  of  Files  was  attended  by  the  Records  Center  Manager,  who  later  in- 
structed employees  of  other  divisions  in  the  preparation  of  forms  for  this 
survey.  He  also  attended  a training  session  for  Shelter  Managers  held  by 
the  State  Council  of  Civil  Defense.  Frederick  Woodward,  Chief  Clerk  of  the 
Records  Center,  was  admitted  in  a Professional  Systems  Course  sponsored  by 
the  Office  of  Administration,  which  has  involved  much  diligent  home  study 
all  year  long. 
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Commission  Library 

Reported  by  Mrs.  Betsey  D.  Smith 

During  the  past  year,  work  has  progressed  steadily  and  smoothly  in 
both  branches  of  the  Library,  in  the  endeavor  to  provide  satisfactory  service 
for  the  Commission  staff  and  visiting  researchers,  and  to  keep  track  of  all 
the  books,  periodicals,  and  other  materials  entrusted  to  our  care,  as  a 
general  rule,  the  Librarian  spends  a couple  of  hours  each  morning  in  the 
Museum  library  to  keep  in  touch  with  the  work  there;  and  Miss  Carol  Warfield, 
the  capable  and  industrious  Library  Assistant  in  the  Museum  library,  spends 
a couple  of  hours  in  the  afternoon  in  the  archives  library,  where  she  has 
given  much  help  in  filing  current  history  materials. 

A total  of  644  books  was  added  during  the  year.  All  new  books  were 
collated  and  recorded  in  three  places;  Library  of  Congress  cards  were  ordered 
whenever  possible;  and  the  books  are  classified  and  put  in  their  proper 
places  on  the  shelves.  Early  in  the  period,  a shifting  of  periodicals  in 
the  Museum  library  was  completed,  classifying  the  bound  volumes  and  shelving 
them  with  books  on  the  same  subjects.  Miss  Warfield  made  a list  of  all  back 
issues  of  periodicals  in  the  Museum.  A number  of  issues  of  the  National 
Geographic  were  located,  filling  in  many  gaps  in  that  collection. 

Throughout  the  year,  numerous  inter-library  loans  of  microfilms  from 
the  Research  Collections  were  made  to  scholars  and  students  in  various 
colleges  and  universities.  Similarly,  many  inter-library  loans  of  books 
and  other  materials  for  research  use  by  our  historians  and  curators  were 
made  from  other  libraries. 

For  the  information  of  the  staff,  the  Library  has  begun  to  prepare 
and  distribute  each  month  a one-page  accessions  list  of  the  most  significant 
books  and  periodicals  added  to  the  collections,  indicating  whether  they  are 
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in  the  Archives  or  in  the  Museum  branch.  This  has  been  well  received  and 
will  be  continued. 

Ethnic  Culture  Survey  (Sept.,  1968  - Apr.,  1969) 

Reported  by  Henry  Glassie 

The  Ethnic  Culture  Survey  has  developed  its  own  limits  and  modes  of 
action;  it  has  a solid  base  for  the  future  and,  it  seems,  an  equally  solid 
tradition  for  fluidity.  There  is  a well  organized  list  of  organizations 
and  individuals,  with  indications  of  their  interest  in  folklore  and  of 
their  past  relations  with  the  Survey.  With  this  list  and  the  numerous  per- 
sonal contacts  developed  in  the  past,  it  would  seem  possible  to  develop 
the  Survey  in  any  direction  which  may  be  considered  desirable. 

During  this  period,  the  direction  was  that  of  service  to  a seemingly 
disorganized  public.  There  were  constant  letters  from  students,  and  a 
parallel  to  correspondence  in  the  form  of  firsthand  consultation  to  diverse 
groups  and  individuals.  Thus,  1 drove  to  Cooperstown,  Hew  York,  to  talk 
with  Dr.  G.  B.  Thompson,  director  of  the  Ulster  Folk  Museum,  to  give  him 
ideas  about  Irish-araerican  architectural  connections.  Information  was 
given  to  a reporter  for  a major  article  for  Negro  History  week,  and  to  the 
National  Trust  for  Historical  Preservation  for  their  agricultural  history 
exhibit  and  program  in  the  Shenandoah  Valley.  On  February  20  and  21,  I met 
at  the  University  of  Maryland  with  the  Study  Commission  on  Maryland  Folklife, 
a group  appointed  by  Maryland’s  governor  and  empowered  by  the  Maryland 
legislature  to  study  the  feasibility  of  establishing  a program  similar  to 
Pennsylvania's  in  that  state.  Several  weeks  during  the  winter  were  devoted 
to  accumulating  material  for  the  Department  of  Education's  bibliography 
designed  to  assist  teachers  in  carrying  out  the  state  Mandate  for  increasing 
the  data  on  ethnic  cultures  in  history  courses. 
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a little  time  was  found  for  field  work,  as  in  locating  a Russian 
Orthodox  Church  of  unusual  architecture,  or  in  obtaining  lumberjack  tools 
for  the  Museum;  but  the  constant  was  talks  to  various  groups  and  participa- 
tion in  various  conferences.  There  were  seven  conferences  or  institutes  in 
which  I had  an  active  part,  and  at  least  sixteen  talks  to  historical  societies 
and  similar  groups.  The  extensive  correspondence,  the  conferences,  and  the 
talks  were  useful  in  making  contacts  and  spreading  knowledge,  but  it  may 
be  that  they  represent  a first  phase  of  the  Survey,  a phase  of  public  rela- 
tions in  a sense.  This  should  now  be  logically  followed  by  a period  of 
concentration  and  accompl ishment- -a  period  of  specific  projects  undertaken 
and  completed. 

Much  time  was  given  to  planning  the  third  annual  Middle  States  Con- 
ference on  Folk  Culture  which  was  held  at  the  University  of  Pennsylvania 
on  March  29.  The  morning  was  devoted  to  an  open  discussion  among  represen- 
tatives of  most  of  the  folklore  societies  in  America.  Scholars  came  from  as 
far  as  Indiana,  Texas,  and  California  to  talk  over  mutual  problems.  After 
a luncheon  in  the  University  Museum  and  entertainment  by  Pop  Hafler,  fiddler 
from  Quakertown,  the  afternoon  was  given  over  to  four  papers  in  the  area  of 
folk  and  popular  cultural  interrelations.  This  was  the  best  attended  con- 
ference to  date. 

During  the  period,  my  book  on  Patterns  in  the  Material  Folk  Culture 
of  the  Eastern  United  S ta te s was  published  by  the  University  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Press. 

Dr.  Glassie  resigned,  effective  April  23,  to  accept  a 
position  on  the  faculty  of  the  Capitol  Campus,  Pennsyl- 
vania State  University.  His  successor,  Mr.  David  J. 

Hufford,  joined  our  staff  on  May  27. 
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Ethnic  Culture  Survey  (May  27  - Aug.  29,  1969) 

Reported  by  David  J.  Hufford 

My  first  specific  large  project  was  to  undertake  a survey  of  the 
folklore  and  folklife  holdings  of  the  State  Library  in  order  to  make  recom- 
mendations for  purchasing.  The  State  Library  already  has  the  largest  col- 
lection of  publications  on  folklore  and  folklife  in  the  Harrisburg  area, 
and  Mr.  A.  Hunter  Rineer,  director  of  the  General  Library,  assured  me  that 
he  was  very  much  interested  in  substantially  increasing  this  collection.  It 
is  obviously  to  the  advantage  of  the  Ethnic  Culture  Survey  to  encourage  the 
improvement  of  the  State's  main  library  research  facility  for  folklore. 

after  a listing  of  the  State  Library's  present  holdings  of  folklore 
serial  publications  was  completed,  1 sought  the  advice  of  a number  of  scholars, 
especially  Dr.  Kenneth  Goldstein,  Dr.  Don  Yoder,  and  Dr.  Dan  Ben-Amos  of 
the  University  of  Pennsylvania,  in  the  compilation  of  a list  of  other  serials 
necessary  or  desirable  for  complete  coverage  of  the  folklore  and  folklife 
field.  This  list  of  desiderata  was  then  divided  into  two  sections,  "critical" 
and  "important."  Mr.  Rineer  agreed  to  purchase  ail  of  the  "critical"  titles 
and  to  try  for  the  rest.  A similar  survey  of  books  and  publishers'  series 
was  also  made,  some  significant  gaps  appeared,  and  a number  of  books  are 
now  being  ordered. 

Closely  related  to  this  project  is  another  to  prepare  a bibliography 
of  folk  cultural  materials,  which  will  take  at  least  a year  to  complete. 

This  is  to  be  not  only  thorough  but  also  descriptive.  This  project  absorbs 
more  time  than  any  other  single  job. 

Much  attention  has  also  been  given  to  setting  up  a well  organized  and 
indexed  folklore  archive.  Now  in  the  pilot  state  (mimeographed  rather  than 
printed)  are  master  cards,  informant  and  item  sheets  for  use  by  field  workers, 
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and  brief  explanations.  After  these  have  been  sufficiently  used  to  indi- 
cate any  need  for  modification,  they  may  be  printed  in  suitable  numbers. 

In  the  course  of  work  on  this  folk  culture  archive,  plans  for  its  organiza- 
tion were  refined;  major  divisions  within  the  collection  are  now  proposed 
and  the  necessary  additional  master  cards  have  been  worked  out.  A careful 
check  of  the  Survey's  files  has  been  made  to  separate  archive  material  from 
general  correspondence,  and  additional  material  has  been  included  from  other 
sources . 

Another  major  project  begun  during  this  period  was  a guide  or  index 
of  important  collections  of  Pennsylvania  folk  cultural  material  belonging 
to  county  historical  societies,  libraries,  colleges,  and  private  individuals, 
with  descriptions  of  contents  and  availability  to  scholars. 

In  June,  on  a trip  to  Boalsburg  and  State  College,  I had  a long  general 
discussion  with  Dr.  Maurice  Mook  concerning  plans  for  the  Survey.  This 
trip  also  brought  an  opportunity  to  meet  Mr.  Ralph  McCorab , the  University 
Librarian  at  fenn  State,  and  to  discuss  with  him  ways  in  which  his  library 
and  the  University  in  general  could  work  with  the  Survey  to  the  advantage 
of  both.  The  prospects  at  Penn  State  improved  still  further  in  July  through 
talks  with  Dr.  Robert  Lima  of  the  Spanish  Department  concerning  his  interest 
in  occultism  in  Pennsylvania,  which  brought  more  information  about  interested 
persons  at  the  University.  Further  activities  are  planned  for  the  fall 
semester,  including  a talk  on  field  work  techniques  at  Dr.  Lima's  seminar 
on  occultism. 

In  August,  1 visited  Mr.  Ralph  Hazeltine  at  the  Wyoming  Historical 
and  Geological  Society  as  a preliminary  step  in  plans  to  promote  scholarly 
folklore  studies  in  Wilkes-Barre,  just  as  at  Penn  State.  In  this  case 
they  would  center  about  the  Society  and  King's  College,  which  now  has  the 
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superb  George  Korson  Collection  in  its  new  library. 

At  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  June  24-27,  I 
gave  a talk  on  popular  beliefs  in  the  seminar  on  "Country  Life,"  chaired 
by  Dr.  Henry  Glassie.  Other  activities  included  a visit  to  the  Kutztown 
folk  festival  in  July,  and  to  the  Goschenhoppen  festival  in  August. 

In  the  course  of  various  trips,  including  one  north  as  far  as  Brad- 
ford County,  I have  made  field  observations  of  traditional  Pennsylvania 
barn  types.  Interesting  questions  have  arisen,  leading  to  some  library 
research  on  the  subject  and  to  plans  for  more  detailed  work  in  the  future. 

A research  project  of  great  potential  value  was  begun  in  late  August  at  the 
suggestion  of  Commissioner  Hazeltine.  This  is  an  ethnographic  study  of  the 
so-called  "Pool  Tribe,"  a submerged  Indian  culture  group  in  Bradford  County. 
The  preliminary  results  of  library  work  are  quite  fascinating. 

Material  on  Polish  culture,  especially  in  Pennsylvania,  was  gained 
from  waiter  Zionkowski,  a summer  Historian  in  the  Division  of  History. 

During  a week  when  Mr.  Hunter  lent  him  to  the  Survey,  he  accomplished  some 
work  on  Polish  immigration  to  Pennsylvania  and  an  introductory  bibliographic 
essay  on  Polish  history  and  culture. 

Junior  Historian  Office 

In  1968-1969  the  Pennsylvania  Junior  Historians  had  another  remark- 
ably successful  year,  with  Associate  Historian  Dennis  T.  Lawson  continuing 
to  serve  as  executive  secretary  of  their  Federation.  The  interest  of 
teacher  sponsors  was  built  up  and  maintained  by  an  advisers'  workshop,  news- 
letters, visits,  and  other  contacts;  while  bulletins,  workshops,  and  similar 
activities  increased  involvement  of  the  student  membership.  All  this  helped 
to  bring  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Junior  Historians  to  a total  of  78 
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chapters  with  3,300  student  members  in  1969,  as  compared  to  70  chapters 
with  2,160  members  in  1967. 

The  Junior  Historian  year  began  on  September  15,  1968,  with  a meet- 
ing of  the  Advisory  Council,  the  governing  body  of  teacher  advisers  and 
state  student  officers  which  directs  the  affairs  of  their  Federation.  Hans 
for  various  fall  workshops  were  outlined,  and  another  History  Fair  was 
planned  for  the  State  Convention  in  April . 

The  second  Adviser's  Workshop  was  held  at  Allenberry  on  October  5 
and  6,  1968.  As  in  1967,  Mrs.  Dorothy  M.  Lewis  of  Ambler  Junior  High  School 
served  as  chairman  for  the  conference,  planned  the  program,  and  previewed 
the  sessions  for  the  teacher  participants  at  the  opening  luncheon.  Various 
sessions  dealt  with  the  several  aspects  of  the  Junior  Historian  movement, 
including  “Local  Chapters:  How  They  Work,"  chaired  by  Mrs.  Lewis;  “The 

History  Fair,"  chaired  by  Mr.  Andrew  S.  Johnson;  “A  General  Look  at  the 
PFJH,"  chaired  by  Mrs.  Edith  L.  Wright;  and  “The  Current  Status  of  the 
PFJH,"  chaired  by  Mr.  Lawson.  The  worth  of  these  advisers'  meetings  has 
been  definitely  proved  by  the  comments  of  participants;  they  bring  a fruit- 
ful exchange  of  ideas  and  suggestions  among  the  teachers  who  serve  as 
advisers  to  the  Junior  Historian  chapters. 

The  second  Junior  Historian  Conference  on  Historic  Preservation  was 
held  on  October  26  at  the  Drake  Museum  near  Titusville,  sponsored  by 
The  59'ers-Drake  History  Club  (the  PFJH  chapter  at  Titusville  High  School) 
and  the  Commission.  Local  arrangements  were  handled  by  Miss  Mabel  K.  Clark 
who  has  been  adviser  to  the  Titusville  chapter  for  twenty  years,  and  by 
Alan  Perkins,  curator  of  the  Drake  Museum.  Sixty  Junior  Historians,  advisers, 
and  friends  attended  the  all-day  sessions,  which  began  with  a slide  lecture 
by  Mr.  Perkins  on  “Historic  Preservation"  with  emphasis  on  Drake  Well  Park. 
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The  59'ers-Drake  History  Club  then  gave  a slide  presentation  on  "Titusville 
in  Picture  and  Story"  with  Tom  Howe  as  narrator;  and,  after  a catered  lunch, 
the  Club  also  presented  an  original  play,  "Just  an  Old  Vase,"  written  by 
Miss  Rita  Stec,  their  president.  Mrs.  Alan  Perkins  then  conducted  a tour 
of  the  recently  completed  Drake  Museum.  The  conference  was  concluded  with 
a talk  by  the  Commission's  Chairman,  James  B.  Stevenson  on  "Pithole  City, 
U.S.A." 

When  the  Commission  dedicated  the  replica  of  William  Penn's  barge 
at  Pennsbury  Manor  on  October  19,  more  than  120  Junior  Historians  and  their 
advisers  came  from  chapters  in  Delaware,  Lancaster,  Pike,  and  Wayne  counties 
to  take  part  in  the  ceremony.  Mr.  David  Shimp,  president  of  the  Junior 
Division,  spoke  in  the  dedication  program  to  bring  greetings  from  the  Federa- 
tion of  Junior  Historians. 

On  November  2,  one  of  the  most  successful  and  best  attended  workshops 
of  recent  years  was  held,  "Gettysburg  Revisited."  No  less  than  225  Junior 
Historians  and  23  advisers,  representing  eleven  chapters,  gathered  for  an 
intensive  short  course  on  the  significance  of  the  climactic  Battle  of 
Gettysburg  and  of  Lincoln's  celebrated  address,  and  for  a carefully  planned 
tour  of  the  battlefield.  Mr.  Arthur  Driedger,  Jr.,  adviser  of  the  chapter 
at  Wissahickon  Senior  High  School,  Ambler,  planned  and  organized  this 
workshop  most  capably. 

Meanwhile,  throughout  the  year,  the  individual  chapters  carried  on 
their  own  activities  to  enhance  interest  and  increase  their  knowledge  of 
Pennsylvania  state  and  local  history.  They  carried  on  special  projects, 
presented  historical  programs,  made  tours  of  local  historic  sites  and  his- 
torical societies,  or--sometiraes--even  restored  and  maintained  historic 
buildings.  In  December  the  Maple  Grove  Junior  Historians  of  Northeast 
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Bradford  High  School  won  a Certificate  of  Commendation  from  the  American 
Association  for  State  and  Local  History  for  restoring  and  preserving  a 
century-old  one-room  school.  One  activity,  however,  engaged  the  attention 
of  almost  every  chapter,  the  preparation  of  an  exhibit  for  the  History  Fair; 
for  the  submission  of  such  an  exhibit  was  a requisite  for  a chapter's 
attendance  at  the  State  Convention,  always  the  high  point  of  the  Junior 
Historian  year. 

All  these  activities  brought  rare  enthusiasm  and  an  unusually  large 
attendance  to  the  State  Convention  of  Junior  Historians  at  Harrisburg  on 
April  18  and  19,  and  their  History  Fair  included  a number  of  exceptionally 
fine  exhibits,  displays,  and  models.  The  Junior  Historians  visited  the  new 
Executive  Mansion,  where  Governor  Shafer  welcomed  them  cordially,  and 
where  they  presented  two  rare  Tucker  plates  for  the  Mansion's  collections. 
They  also  toured  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  the  State  Capitol. 

The  Junior  Historian  appreciation  dinner  on  Friday  evening  matched  in 
impressiveness  and  serious  purpose  any  banquet  held  by  an  adult  historical 
organization,  but  they  let  loose  with  hilariais  fun  at  a mock  political 
convention  which  followed  with  Secretary  of  Highways  Robert  Bartlett  serving 
as  a somewhat  startled  keynote  speaker. 

As  a result  of  money-raising  efforts  during  the  year,  the  Pennsylvania 
Federation  of  Junior  Historians  on  May  5 made  its  final  payment  on  the 
thousand  dollars  pledged  to  the  Historical  Foundation  of  Pennsylvania  to 
help  finance  maintenance  costs  of  the  William  Penn  Mobile  Museum. 

The  first  step  in  preparation  for  the  1969-1970  activities  of  the 
Federation  was  taken  on  May  17  and  18,  when  a Leadership  Training  Conference 
was  held  at  the  Landis  Valley  Motor  Inn  for  the  newly-elected  officers. 

This  dealt  with  officers'  duties,  with  regional  activities,  and  with  plans 
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for  the  coming  year,  and  included  a tour  of  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum. 

Finally,  the  Junior  Historians  had  an  unusually  large  representation 
of  student  members  and  teacher  advisers  at  the  1969  Institute  of  Pennsyl- 
vania Life  and  Culture,  which  was  directed  very  successfully  this  year  by 
their  executive  secretary,  Mr.  Lawson.  The  record  attendance  of  58  Junior 
Historians  and  2G  advisers  was  made  possible  largely  by  a Scholarship  Fund, 
which  reached  a total  of  $3,774.16  through  generous  contributions  from 
historical  societies,  foundations,  and  friends  of  the  Junior  Historian 
movement.  In  the  program  of  the  Institute,  much  attention  was  given  to 
including  features  which  would  appeal  to  the  young  people  and  encourage 
their  continued  interest  in  the  history  of  their  State. 

After  this  highly  successful  year,  it  is  disappointing  to  report  that 
Mr.  Lawson  left  the  Commission  staff  in  August  to  take  a position  in  South 
Carolina  as  director  of  the  Rice  Museum  of  the  Georgetown  Historical  Com- 
mission. Until  a replacement  for  him  has  been  found,  the  Bureau  Office 
will  look  after  the  Junior  Historian  work  directly. 

Mrs.  Autumn  Leonard,  Associate  Historian,  who  was  executive  secretary 
of  the  PFJH  from  1959  to  1965,  has  been  appointed  to  the  Advisory  Council, 
to  reassure  the  leadership  as  to  the  Commission's  continuing  interest. 

Her  wide  acquaintance  among  Junior  Historian  advisers  and  her  previous 
experience  with  this  work  have  been  valuable  in  meeting  various  problems  of 
transition.  With  her  advice  and  with  the  help  of  Miss  Daugherty,  the 
Bureau  secretary,  who  handled  much  of  the  routine  for  Mr.  Lawson,  we  hope 
to  keep  the  Junior  Historian  office  functioning  smoothly  and  effectively, 
ready  for  a new  executive  secretary,  who  will  take  over  with  a minimum  of 
difficulty.  New  membership  cards  have  been  ordered,  inquiries  from  teachers 
about  how  to  organize  chapters  have  been  answered,  and  preparations  have 
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been  made  for  a meeting  of  the  Advisory  Council  at  State  College  on  Sept- 
ember 7.  A complete  list  of  the  student  officers  and  the  Advisory  Council 
has  been  prepared,  and  applications  for  affiliation  or  renewal  of  affilia- 
tion are  ready  for  mailing  to  all  existing  and  potential  chapters  as  soon 
as  the  Advisory  Council  decides  that  this  should  be  done. 

Possibly  as  a result  of  accidental  oversights  or  misunderstandings, 
possibly  because  of  the  pressure  of  other  school  activities,  a few  of  the 
outstanding  leaders  among  the  advisers  have  ceased  to  take  an  active  part 
in  affairs  of  the  Federation.  with  fervent  appreciation  for  their  past 
contributions  to  the  Junior  Historian  movement,  may  we  also  express  a hope 
that,  in  the  present  situation,  they  will  reconsider  and  join  in  pushing 
forward  to  even  greater  success  in  the  coming  year. 
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Bureau  of  Historic  Sites  and  Properties 
Prepared  by  Frank  J.  Schmidt,  Director 
April  to  September,  1969 

General  State  Authority  Projects 

After  many,  many  years  work  has  finally  begun  on  Graeme  Park.  Be- 
cause of  extremely  high  bids  being  received  when  this  project  was  first  bid 
in  April  of  this  year,  the  scope  had  to  be  reduced.  The  present  extent  of 
the  work  will  be:  stabilization  of  the  mansion,  rehabilitation  of  the  barn 

to  serve  as  a visitors  center,  recreation  of  the  kitchen,  a portion  of  the 
garden  wall  and  the  carriage  drive.  Scheduled  completion  date  is  April  1, 
1970. 

The  new  museum  building  at  Fort  LeBoeuf  is  now  underway  after  some 
years  delay,  brought  on  mostly  by  the  delay  in  acquiring  the  land  for  it 
under  Project  70. 

The  Priestly  House  project  is  now  finished  and  we  have  ended  up  with 
a very  handsome  building. 

The  Fulton  House  project  is  moving  well  now,  it  was  hampered  during 
mid-summer  by  extensive  rains.  It  is  hoped  that  the  November  completion 
date  will  be  realized. 

The  project  at  Ephrata  to  put  an  addition  on  the  visitors  center  is 
right  on  schedule;  in  fact  the  contractor  is  of  the  opinion  that  he  will  be 
finished  sometime  in  October.  The  scheduled  completion  date  is  November  26. 

The  project  to  once  and  for  all  set  the  giant  wheel  at  Cornwall 
Furnace  into  motion  is  now  underway.  Hopefully  by  the  end  of  October  this 
will  be  accomplished. 

The  Pithole  project  is  in  the  final  stage  of  executing  the  drawings 


and  specifications  and  should  be  ready  for  bidding  at  any  time. 
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Property  and  Supplies  Projects 

The  project  at  the  Flagship  Niagara  is  now  completed  and  within  a 
short  time,  the  new  exhibits  will  be  installed.  When  all  this  work  is  com- 
pleted, the  new  admission  fee  approved  by  the  Commission  will  go  into 
effect . 

The  installation  of  the  new  well,  storage  tank  and  piping  at  the 
Boone  Homestead  is  back  on  the  track  after  being  delayed  for  various  reasons 
this  summer- -strikes , rains,  lack  of  workmen. 

work  is  moving  slowly  on  the  construction  of  the  new  utility  building 
at  Conrad  Weiser  Homestead.  The  new  building  will  provide  space  for  our 
truck,  mowing  equipment  and  work  areas.  When  the  new  building  is  finished, 
we  plan  to  rehabilitate  the  old  utility  building  into  a visitors  center. 

Cur  project  at  Searights  Tollhouse  is  finally  completed.  It  began 
in  the  spring  of  1968  and  dragged  into  this  summer.  As  a result  the  con- 
tractor was  fined  by  the  Department  of  Property  and  Supplies  and  lost  some 
of  his  money  for  the  project.  The  Commission  pressed  hard  for  this  fine 
(known  as  liquidating  damages  to  the  Department)  since  it  felt  there  was 
no  substantive  reason  for  the  delay. 

The  project  to  put  an  addition  onto  our  utility  building,  to  provide 
water  and  toilet  facilities  and  to  make  repairs  to  the  church  building  at 
Warrior  Run  Church  is  on  schedule. 

Project  50C  Projects 

The  new  sanitary  facilities  at  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  have  been  com- 
pleted. Work  on  the  various  roads  throughout  the  park  are  in  the  final 
stages  of  completion.  These  are  our  first  two  projects  to  be  planned, 
executed,  and  completed  under  this  new  program. 
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The  restoration  of  Tuscarora  Academy  is  now  underway  and  should  be 
a very  handsome  building  when  completed  later  this  fall. 

The  Boone  Homestead  project  is  in  the  planning  stages;  the  initial 
work  will  be  on  the  new  portion  of  highway  which  we  are  going  to  build  and 
which  will  then  be  made  a part  of  the  legislative  route  by  the  Department 
of  Highways.  At  the  same  time  the  contracted  architect  is  working  on  the 
restoration  of  the  Bertolet  sawmill  which  was  acquired  by  gift  a few  years 
ago. 

The  McCoy  House  restoration  is  in  its  final  design  and  writing  of 
specifications  stage.  It  should  be  ready  for  bidding  later  this  fall. 

The  new  pavilion  at  Pennsbury  which  will  provide  shelter  for  the 
numerous  school  groups  visiting  there  as  well  as  providing  space  for  our 
annual  seminars  and  forums  is  well  underway  and  should  be  completed  in  time 
for  the  spring  influx  of  children. 

Other  projects  in  this  program  are  ready  to  go  as  soon  as  we  receive 
our  next  appropriation  from  the  legislature.  This  includes:  work  on  the 

pond  at  Conrad  V/eiser,  work  on  the  dike  at  Drake  Well,  and  a master  plan 
for  Azilum. 

Miscellaneous  Projects 

The  first  phase  of  the  re-creation  of  18th  century  gardens  at  Hope 
Lodge  is  completed.  This  included  construction  of  a garden  wall  around 
the  mansion  and  the  planting  of  the  pleasure  garden.  The  second  phase  will 
be  the  construction  of  gates  along  the  wall  and  an  arbor  at  the  end  of  the 
garden.  These  will  be  getting  underway  later  this  fall. 

Griswold,  Winters  and  Swain,  of  Pittsburgh,  are  providing  us  with 
a plan  for  Bushy  Run  Battlefield  which  includes  suggested  new  entrance  road, 
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parking  area  near  the  museum,  and  planting  around  the  pageant  area. 

New  exhibits  have  been  installed  at  Fort  Augusta  which  help  to  make 
the  interpretation  there  much  more  meaningful. 

New  exhibits  will  shortly  be  installed  in  the  rehabilitated  utility 
building  at  the  Priestley  House. 

As  soon  as  the  work  in  the  barn  at  Graeme  Bark  is  completed,  the  new 
exhibits  will  be  installed  to  aid  in  the  interpretation  of  that  site. 

Ed  LaFond  has  received  delivery  on  the  new  historic  site  survey  forms 
and  is  hard  at  work  on  this  new  phase  of  the  Bureau's  duties. 

Henry  Haas  is  working  with  Harold  Myers  on  an  entirely  new  marker 
guide,  llans  include  a colorful  cover  as  well  as  the  insertion  of  pictures 
of  some  of  the  sites  mentioned.  In  the  interim  a new  supplement  is  in  the 
process  of  being  printed  to  bring  the  present  guides  up  to  date. 
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Bureau  of  Museums 

Prepared  by  William  N.  Richards,  Director 
April  to  September,  1969 

In  the  months  since  the  last  report  of  the  Bureau  of  Museums  was 
submitted,  the  rate  of  activity  and  productivity  has  remained  high  and, 
toward  the  end  of  the  period,  has  accelerated.  Details  of  the  accomplish- 
ments of  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  and  of  the  Farm  Museum  are  pro- 
vided in  separate  following  reports,  but  special  note  should  be  taken  of 
the  major  projects  under  way  at  both  institutions.  These  involve  two 
large  exhibit  developments  in  the  Museum  in  Harrisburg,  and  the  important 
new  construction  at  the  Farm  Museum.  There  are  two  additional  major  pro- 
jects scheduled  to  get  under  way  at  the  Farm  Museum  before  next  summer; 
in  all,  at  least  14  structures  will  be  affected.  These  two  jobs,  one  a 
General  State  Authority  project,  and  the  other  financed  under  Project  5GC, 
have  required  a great  deal  of  staff  effort  over  the  last  six  months.  In 
addition,  a rather  detailed  Master  Plan  has  been  prepared  to  coordinate  all 
of  the  many  separate  jobs  to  be  undertaken  at  the  Farm  Museum. 

Fruits  of  earlier  labors  were  enjoyed  this  past  spring  when  two 
museums  were  dedicated  and  opened:  the  Fort  ritt  Museum  in  Pittsburgh  and 

the  Pennsylvania  Military  Museum  at  Boalsburg.  From  all  available  evidence, 
both  have  been  well  received  by  the  public  as  well  as  by  members  of  the 
museum  world.  Visitation  to  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum  since  its  opening  has 
been  very  high,  approximately  42,000;  while  Boalsburg,  in  a much  less 
densely  settled  area  has  attracted  18,000.  Work  remains  to  be  done  in  each, . 
but  this  can  be  paced  more  slowly  now  that  the  basic  exhibits  have  been 
installed . 

There  are  many  signs  of  progress  for  the  Railroad  Museum.  Plans  for 
both  the  building  itself  and  the  museum  exhibits  are  approaching  the 
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detailed  pre-final  stage.  One  of  the  major  accomplishments,  however,  has 
been  the  delivery  to  Strasburg  of  four  large  locomotives  restored  in  the 
Altoona  Shops,  along  with  five  early  railroad  cars.  The  Strasburg  Railroad 
has  just  about  completed  restoration  work  for  us  on  still  another  three 
early  locomotives  and  on  the  1855  Cumberland  Valley  car.  All  of  this 
equipment  is  stored  at  or  near  the  site  of  the  Museum,  and  it  makes  even 
now  a remarkably  impressive  display.  Within  another  month  or  two  we  should 
be  able  to  take  bids  on  the  turntable  and  its  tracks,  and  when  it  is  com- 
pleted, the  display  will  be  even  better.  We  have  been  helped  enormously  on 
the  Railroad  Museum  project  by  the  addition  of  Mr.  George  Hart  to  our  staff. 
He  has  constantly  demonstrated  an  astounding  wealth  of  knowledge  of  the 
history  and  operation  of  railroads  in  Pennsylvania,  and  has  shown  a quick 
grasp  of  the  objectives  set  for  the  Museum. 

The  first  unit  of  the  Pennsylvania  Lumber  Museum  is  now  being  con- 
structed, and  should  be  completed  in  December  on  schedule.  The  building 
looks  handsome  and  commands  a beautiful  view  of  the  hills  and  valleys  of 
Potter  County.  The  exhibits  which  will  go  into  the  two  main  exhibit  halls 
are  also  well  advanced  and  will  be  installed  immediately  upon  completion  of 
the  building.  Mr.  Michael  Ripton  of  the  Bureau  staff  has  done  most  of  the 
planning  for  this  exhibit  and  has  maintained  careful  supervision  over  the 
contractor's  work.  There  are  two  additional  projects  in  design  for  the 
Lumber  Museum  - the  Lumber  Camp,  by  GSA,  and  the  sawmill  pond,  under 
Project  50G.  Mr.  Thomas  McCarthy,  who  handles  the  construction  functions 
for  the  Bureau,  has  done  a fine  and  thorough  job  on  planning  the  engineering 
for  this  pond,  which  will  be  an  important  and  attractive  feature  of  the  site. 
Mr.  McCarthy,  incidentally,  has  performed  services  far  beyond  the  normal 
call  of  duty  in  connection  with  all  aspects  of  our  museum  development- - in 
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planning,  in  supervising  our  own  construction  and  in  keeping  watch  over 
all  construction  by  outside  agencies. 

There  is  another  museum  which  will  be  completed  before  year's  end-- 
the  Somerset  Historical  Center.  Funds  for  exhibits  were  not  made  available 
this  year,  but  we  do  have  some  cases  which  can  be  installed  and  fitted 
with  appropriate  displays  based  on  existing  collections.  As  things  now 
stand,  a spring  opening  and  dedication  seem  probable. 

There  has  been  no  action  at  ail  on  the  part  of  this  Bureau  in  con- 
nection with  the  Great  Meadows  Amphitheater,  but  there  has  been  action  on 
the  part  of  the  local  group,  the  Fayette  County  Development  Council.  They 
have  at  long  last  obtained  federal  funds  for  a feasibility  study  of  their 
entire  program,  and  our  future  action  to  construct  the  Amphitheater  will 
depend  upon  whether  the  report  is  favorable  as  to  audience  potential, 
weather,  and  tourism  generally.  we  had  asked  for  such  a report  at  least 
two  years  ago. 

The  Port  of  History  project  has  been  subjected  to  preplanning  by 
a Philadelphia  architectural  firm  and  funds  for  its  design  and  construction 
are  included  in  this  year's  Capital  Budget,  now  before  the  legislature. 

The  preplanning  is  incomplete,  because  of  the  uncertainty  on  the  part  of 
several  agencies  in  Philadelphia  on  matters  affecting  property  lines, 
approach  roads,  utilities,  parking,  and  so  on.  However,  a new  development 
and  supervisory  commission  for  the  entire  Penn's  Landing  project  has  been 
established,  and  these  uncertainties  are  likely  to  disappear.  The  project 
should,  therefore,  become  very  active  in  the  near  future.  Preplanning  funds 
have  also  been  authorized  for  the  reproduction  of  the  "Welcome,"  but  the 
project  has  not  been  presented  to  the  General  State  Authority  Board  for 


approval . 
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Some  time  has  been  spent  in  doing  investigating  work  on  the  Curtin 
Village  Restoration  in  Centre  County.  Acquisition  of  the  site,  through  two 
distinct  agencies,  is  under  way.  We  are  dealing  with  the  Army  Corps  of 
Engineers  for  a major  part  of  the  necessary  land,  and  with  the  Department 
of  Forests  and  Waters  for  a Project  70  purchase  of  the  Curtin  Mansion  and 
related  properties.  This  is  another  museum  effort  that  will  become  very 
active  quite  soon. 

One  of  the  biggest  jobs  added  to  the  Bureau's  work  load  is  the  Anthra- 
cite Museum  Complex.  Funds  for  three  of  the  five  units  (Scranton,  Eckley, 
and  ashland)  have  been  included  in  the  current  Capital  Appropriations  Bill. 
Preplanning  projects  for  each  of  these  units  have  been  initiated,  and  meet- 
ings, site  inspections  and  program  conferences  have  been  held  for  each. 

Three  architectural /engineering  firms  are  involved.  The  Commission  is  now 
authorized  to  accept  title  to  the  land  required  for  each,  and  the  local 
groups  supporting  the  museums  are  all  hard  at  work  fulfilling  their  roles 
in  obtaining  the  land  so  that  it  can  be  given  to  the  Commonwealth  at  no 
cost.  Our  original  budget  schedule  called  for  the  start  of  one  of  these 
museums  each  year  for  the  next  several  years,  but  the  Budget  Office  moved 
them  ahead  to  be  developed  simultaneously.  It  seems  hardly  necessary  to 
point  out  that  this  imposes  a very  heavy  load  on  the  Bureau  staff  which  is 
even  now  very,  very  hard  pressed  to  follow  up  on  jobs  already  established 
and  under  way. 

In  summary,  the  last  six  months  have  seen  the  opening  of  two  new 
museums,  the  start  of  construction  of  three  new  museum  buildings,  the  restora- 
tion of  two  old  structures  at  the  Farm  Museum,  the  planning  of  seven  major 
development  projects  and  five  major  exhibit  projects,  as  well  as  five  pre- 
planning jobs.  Simultaneously,  a sustained  effort  has  been  made  to  locate 
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and  acquire  the  necessary  collections  for  the  new  museums  and  to  outline 
the  research  work  essential  to  intelligent  and  effective  exhibit  and  educa- 
tional programs.  It  is  doubtful  that  any  other  museum  operation  in  the 
country  has  undertaken  a more  ambitious  expansion  program  with  so  limited 
a staff.  While  we  hope  to  expand  and  enlarge  this  staff,  I wish  to  commend 
everyone  in  the  Bureau  and  its  various  units  for  their  great  effort,  in- 
terest, and  cooperation. 

William  Penn  Memorial  Museum 
1 repared  by  J.  Duncan  Campbell 

Exhibits  Development 

The  Printing  Gallery,  designed  and  installed  by  the  Museum  staff,  is 
nearing  completion  and  will  be  ready  for  a ribbon-cutting  ceremony  on 
October  18  in  conjunction  with  the  Annual  Meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  News- 
paper Publishers'  Association. 

The  Queen  Anne  and  Chippendale  Period  Rooms  are  nearing  their  final 
form.  The  Queen  anne  Room  has  been  furnished,  and  lacks  only  some  type  of 
appropriate  lighting.  The  Chippendale  Room  will  be  furnished  within  the 
month  of  September,  to  be  upgraded  as  other  furnishings  become  available. 
This  room  also  requires  period  lighting. 

Plans  to  complete  the  Colonial  Kitchen  and  the  Bedroom  have  been 
formulated,  and  these  will  be  finished  after  the  other  rooms  are  completed. 

General  State  Authority  Gallery  Development 

Richard  Rush  Studios  will  come  into  the  Museum  in  September  to  begin 
installing  Natural  Science  exhibit  materials.  The  area  to  be  used  has  been 
cleared  and  cleaned  in  preparation  for  their  work. 


i 
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The  contract  for  developing  the  Hall  of  Archaeology  has  entered 
pre-final  stage.  There  are  some  legal  and  technical  hindrances  to  be  over- 
come which  will  probably  delay  the  start  of  construction  for  a short  time. 
These  problems  stem  from  General  State  Authority  procedural  methods. 

Educational  Activities 

Summer  Classes  were  held  in  the  Museum  for  children  on  school  vaca- 
tion, with  several  different  themes.  Staff  members  acted  as  instructors  on 
a variety  of  subjects  ranging  from  painting  and  drawing  to  introduction  to 
field  archaeology . 

Several  of  the  curatorial  group  of  the  Museum  staff  again  served  as 
lecturers  for  the  annual  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture  at  the 
Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum  in  June. 

A major  program  to  organize  and  better  utilize  35mm  color  slides 
(accumulated  by  the  Commission  over  many  years)  was  begun  early  in  1969 
and  has  rapidly  advanced  in  the  past  three  months. 

Archaeology 

Extensive  field  work  in  Susquehannock  Indian  archaeology  was  under- 
taken this  past  summer  at  Washington  Boro.  The  gratifying  results  in  new 
knowledge  of  village  construction  and  fortification  will  be  published  later. 

Other  Activities 

Other  activities  of  the  Museum  and  its  staff  include  work  for  the 
Bureau  of  Museums  at  the  Pennsylvania  Military  Museum;  gathering  geological 
specimens  for  the  Hall  of  Earth  Science;  advanced  exhibits  planning  by  the 
new  Curator  for  the  Industry  and  Technology  Gallery;  and  continuing  work 
on  special  exhibitions  in  the  Fine  Arts  Gallery. 
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Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum 
Reported  by  Blanche  K.  Reigle 

The  spring  and  summer  seasons  always  introduce  increased  demands 
at  the  Farm  Museum,  but  this  report  covers  a period  of  much  activity  under 
difficult  conditions.  The  grave  illness  and  ensuing  death  of  our  Guide 
Supervisor,  Catherine  Miller,  plus  the  unfortunate  leg  fracture  of  her 
assistant,  started  the  guide  staff  off  in  early  May  with  two  strikes  against 
them.  As  usual,  they  rallied  to  the  challenge  of  heavy  visitation  with  a 
limited  guide  staff. 

The  special  exhibit  of  Fraktur  was  shown  May  20th  to  June  30th  and 
was  well  received,  an  informal  reception  opened  the  event.  The  Fraktur 
Catalog  is  selling  well  and  orders  have  been  received  from  many  important 
museums  and  libraries  in  the  East.  To  date,  644  copies  have  been  sold. 

The  Epley  Blacksmith  Shop  has  been  moved  and  restored.  It  was 
officially  opened  June  22  with  a dedicatory  program,  and  is  now  included 
in  the  Museum  tour.  We  have  been  fortunate  in  enlisting  the  services  of 
a blacksmith  who  not  only  demonstrates  his  craft  well,  but  makes  many 
excellent  reproductions  of  hardware  for  the  Museum. 

The  annual  Craft  Jays  in  June  were  successful.  Fifty-five  crafts- 
men participated.  The  Institute  of  tennsylvania  Wife  and  Culture  which 
immediately  followed  Craft  Days  was  well  received.  In  addition  to  the 
usual  responsibilities  of  the  host  property,  Museum  personnel  conducted  two 
workshops . 

The  Landis  Valley  Associates  and  the  Bureau  of  Museums  are  providing 
two  additional  craftsmen  daily  during  the  months  of  May  through  October. 

This  increases  visitor  interest  greatly  and  is  a splendid  supplement  to 
our  regular  craft  demonstrations. 
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Volunteer  guides  were  recruited  in  April,  trained  in  May  and  were 
ready  for  service  to  the  Museum  in  June.  A total  of  fourteen  senior  volun- 
teers and  forty  juniors  gave  a total  of  3,893  hours  during  the  summer 
months.  In  appreciation  for  this  generous  help  to  the  guide  staff,  the 
Museum  guides  entertained  the  volunteers  at  a picnic  supper.  An  additional 
token  of  appreciation  was  expressed  through  the  gift  of  a Fraktur  Catalog. 

We  were  privileged  to  have  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Stevens  with  us  for  this  affair. 

Current  construction  projects  have  presented  problems  to  this 
Summer's  operation.  Trailers,  building  supplies,  excavated  areas  and  open 
ditches  have  greatly  reduced  parking  space.  Access  roads  have  been  cut 
off,  sometimes  presenting  a problem  to  visitors  in  locating  the  Museum. 

A slight  drop  in  visitation  reflects  these  conditions. 

The  new  Administration  Building  is  progressing  well,  although  it 
is  a bit  behind  schedule  due  to  working  conditions.  The  restoration  of  the 
Sexton's  House  is  on  schedule. 

Much  curatorial  time  has  been  spent  on  job  conferences,  planning 
sessions,  reviews  and  exploratory  work.  As  of  this  date,  two  buildings 
and  a parking  lot  are  under  construction  and  sewage  and  water  lines  are  being 
installed.  Another  project  involving  five  buildings  is  nearing  its  final 
preparatory  stage  and  two  development  projects  are  in  the  hands  of  the 
architect. 

The  Early  American  Industries  Association  will  meet  at  the  Farm 
Museum  October  16-19  . The  curatorial  staff  is  working  closely  with  the 
meeting  chairman  and  program  chairman  in  planning  the  many  necessary  de- 


tails for  a conference  such  as  this. 
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Public  Information  Office 
Prepared  by  Joseph  T,  Kingston 
September  30,  1968  to  September  15,  1969 

During  the  calendar  year  ending  in  mid-September,  1969,  the 
lublic  Information  Office  prepared  and  issued  one  hundred  and  twenty- 
nine  (129)  press  releases,  covering  all  phases  of  PHMC  operations  through- 
out the  Commonwealth.  In  addition,  nearly  a score  of  special  articles  were 
prepared  and  serviced  to  out-of-State  publications,  on  request.  Majority 
of  these  were  accompanied  by  photographic  illustrations. 

Four  (4)  eight-page  issues  of  Pennsylvania  Heritage , the  quarterly 
preservation-oriented  periodical  EHMC  publishes  in  cooperation  with  The 
Historical  Foundation  of  Pennsylvania,  also  were  prepared  and  published 
by  the  Public  Information  Officer.  Circulation  of  Pennsylvania  Heri tage 
(by  mail)  is  now  approaching  the  2,00C-copy  mark,  reaching  all  collegiate 
and  municipal  libraries;  historical  societies  and  organizations;  daily 
newspapers;  members  of  the  State  Legislature;  Administration  officials; 
individuals  and  groups  legitimately  interested  in  preservation-conservation 
efforts,  etc. 

In  the  latter  part  of  the  report  period  (May  and  June,  1969),  the 
PHMC  opened  two  new  Museum  facilities,  Pennsylvania  Military  Museum  at 
Boalsburg,  Centre  County,  and  Fort  Pitt  Museum  in  Point  Park,  Pittsburgh. 

As  prelude  to  these  openings,  the  PIC-PHMC  arranged  "Press  Previews"  for 
each,  personally  inviting  print  and  broadcast  people  in  inspect  the  faci- 
lities before  the  formal  dedications. 

Preview  for  Military  Museum  was  on  Monday,  May  19;  that  for  Fort 
Pitt  on  Monday,  June  16.  For  each  of  these,  the  PIO-PHMC  prepared  and 
assembled  special  "Press  Kits"  of  relevant  material,  for  distribution  to 
the  media  people. 
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The  PIO,  of  course,  also  was  on  hand  for  both  "Previews,"  and  also 
for  the  formal  dedication  ceremonies  (Mil i tary  Museum , May  25;  Fort  Pitt 
Museum,  June  30) . 

In  late  June  of  1969,  the  PHMC  began  archeological  field  work  at 
the  Strickler  and  Shultz  sites  in  Washington  Boro,  Lancaster  County,  con- 
tinuing the  "salvage"operations  on  these  sites.  At  the  suggestion  of  Barry 
Kent,  our  staff  archeologist,  the  PIO  initiated  efforts  to  forestall  the 
press  and  public  interference  with  the  work  until  it  was  nearly  completed. 
This  was  done  under  a verbal  agreement  with  the  Director  of  the  North 
Museum  of  Franklin  and  Marshall  College,  Lancaster,  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
Public  Relations  Office  of  that  college. 

The  college's  North  Museum  had  an  archeological  field  crew  working 
adjacent  to  our  crews  in  the  area,  and  the  agreement  was  that  we  would 
cooperate  in  keeping  as  many  people  as  possible  away  from  the  adjacent 
sites  while  the  work  was  in  progress.  Mr.  Kent  thought  this  was  imperative, 
and  the  PIO  agreed,  in  view  of  some  unfortunate  occurrences  at  the  sites 
during  the  1968  "summer  digs"  there. 

To  this  end,  the  PIO,  after  conferences  with  the  Franklin  and  Mar- 
shall College  personnel  involved,  issued  an  explanatory  release  (not  for 
publication)  asking  cooperation  of  the  media  and  promising  a general  "press 
conference"  in  mid-August  of  1969,  when  results  of  the  summer's  work  would 
be  made  available. 

That  "press  conference"  was  held  in  the  North  Museum  of  Franklin 
and  Marshall  College  on  August  16,  1969  and  was  attended--on  personal  in- 
vitation from  the  PIO  of  this  Commission- -by  representatives  of  major 
Pennsylvania  newspapers,  radio  and  television  stations,  plus  special  writers 
from  the  New  York  Times,  the  Baltimore  Sunpapers,  the  Pittsburgh  tress,  and 
the  Washington  tost. 
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The  irIO  had  prepared  special  "press  kits"  for  all  of  these  people, 
and  at  the  Conference,  Mr.  Kent  and  our  Field  Curator  of  Archeology,  Ira 
Smith,  carried  the  ball  on  backgrounding  what  was  going  on,  what  had  been 
uncovered,  the  significance  of  the  finds,  etc. 

Yet,  the  North  Museum  people,  by  a premature  "break"  to  the  Associated 
Press  (Philadelphia  Bureau)  managed  to  undo  most  of  the  preliminary  work 
undertaken  by  this  office.  We  tried  to  repair  the  damage  as  best  we  could, 
and  succeeded  to  a degree,  largely  through  some  taped  radio  interviews  of 
Mr.  Kent.  But  it  is  difficult  to  deal  with  an  accomplished  fact. 

In  October  of  1968,  the  P10  designed,  supervised  construction  of, 
and  personally  transported  to  Savannah,  Georgia,  a special  PHMC  exhibit  for 
the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation.  In 
early  august  of  1969,  another  new  exhibit  was  similarly  designed  and  prepara- 
tions made  to  transport  it  to  Denver,  Colorado,  for  the  1969  annual  meeting 
of  the  National  Trust.  This,  unfortunately,  had  to  be  cancelled  because  of 
the  stringent  financial  difficulties  facing  the  Commonwealth. 

During  the  report  period  (September  30,  1968  - September  15,  1969), 
the  PIO  initiated  arrangements  with  the  Calvin  DeFrenes  Corporation,  Phila- 
delphia, professional  motion  picture  film  producers,  for  production  of  a 
new  PHMC  promotional -educational  film.  This  is  now  in  production,  with 
most  of  the  footage  already  "in  the  can,"  and  camera  crew--with  director-- 
presently  (September  15)  working  in  the  WPMM.  Final  sequences  will  be  shot 
at  the  Commission  meeting  on  October  16,  1969. 

Also  during  the  report  period,  the  PIO  tape-recorded,  for  permanent 
voice  record  of  proceedings,  a wide  variety  of  PHMC  official  and  related 
activities.  These  included  the  Pennsbury  Americana  Forum;  the  annual  meeting 
of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  association  (sessions  in  Middletown,  ira.,  and 
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Harrisburg) ; two  sessions  of  the  County  Records  Committee;  the  annual  meet- 
ing of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Junior  Historians,  and  all  stated 
sessions  of  the  PHMC,  including  the  field  meeting  at  Wilkes-Barre,  Pa., 

(April  24,  1969) . 

The  PIO  also  worked  closely,  through  the  period,  with  the  Pennsylvania 
State  Grange,  providing  its  lecturers  with  a variety  of  material;  with  the 
Philadelphia  Convention  and  Tourist  Bureau;  the  South  Central  Pennsylvania 
Tourist  Bureau,  and  the  Pennsylvania  Dutch  Tourist  Bureau  of  Lancaster 
County. 

This  Office  likewise  processed  hundreds  of  requests  for  PHMC  promo- 
tional literature  and  film  loans.  The  former  are  handled  through  the 
Mail  Room;  the  latter  through  Mr.  £d  Sheets,  Education  Section,  WPMM. 

The  PIO  also  set  up  special  TV  coverage  for  special  events  at 
various  PHMC  historic  properties,  including  Daniel  Boone,  Farm  Museum,  and 
Ephrata  Cloister , plus  some  one-minute  radio  "spots"  on  historic  sites 
backgrounds  for  AM  and  FM  Broadcasters  in  15  counties,  including  Philadelphia 
and  Allegheny  (Pittsburgh). 

Most  recently,  arrangements  have  been  made  to  have  PHMC  promotional 
graphics  and  literature  on  display  at  the  Information  Centers  located  along 
Interstate  8C  (The  Pennsylvania  Shortway),  now  in  operation. 

In  the  report  period,  the  PIG,  representing  the  PHMC,  attended  pro- 
fessional public  relations  seminars  in  Harrisburg,  St.  David's,  Hershey 
and  Pittsburgh,  Pennsylvania. 
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Bureau  of  Archives  and  History 
Prepared  by  Donald  H.  Kent,  Director 

During  the  year  since  the  last  activities  report  to  the  Commission, 
there  were  many  significant  developments,  and  much  was  accomplished,  in  the 
various  divisions  and  units  of  the  Bureau  of  archives  and  History,  as  is 
shown  by  the  various  reports  which  follow.  Of  course,  there  were  difficulties 
and  discouragements,  but  every  effort  was  made  to  maintain  a high  level  of 
service  to  the  interested  public  and  to  build  up  the  resources  for  the  history 
of  Pennsylvania. 

Indeed,  the  growth  of  the  Commission's  collections  of  historical 
research  materials  has  been  most  gratifying.  With  such  accessions  as  the 
papers  of  Governor  Samuel  W.  Pennypacker  and  the  Union  Canal  Company  records 
in  the  Archives  and  microfilm  of  the  Moravian  Mission  Records  and  the  Sir 
Guy  Carleton  Papers  in  the  historical  collections,  the  value  of  our  collections 
has  continued  to  increase  and  to  bring  more  and  more  historians  and  students 
to  our  search  room.  During  the  year,  the  usefulness  of  the  research  library 
has  also  been  enhanced  by  judicious  purchases  of  historical  studies  and  docu- 
mentary publications  relevant  to  Pennsylvania  history.  In  this  endeavor, 
we  were  greatly  encouraged  by  the  generous  gift  from  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blum  of 
a fine  collection  of  books  on  William  Penn  and  Pennsylvania. 

During  the  spring  months,  a beginning  was  made  in  the  collection  of 
oral  history  materials  through  a special  project  carried  on  by  Dr.  Edward 
Tracy,  Professor  of  History  at  Kutztown  State  College,  whose  services  were 
retained  by  the  Commission.  In  April,  May,  and  June,  tape-recorded  interviews 
were  made  with  former  Governor  John  S.  Fine;  General  Henry  Gross,  the  head 
of  the  selective  service  system  in  Pennsylvania;  Andrew  S.  Bradley,  former 
Secretary  of  Property  and  Supplies;  S.  Edward  Moore,  who  was  the  House 
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Parliamentarian  for  many  years;  and  Albert  Eberraan,  long  the  head  of  the 
Bureau  of  Elections.  Dr.  Tracy  also  had  some  preliminary  talks  with  other 
important  figures,  including  former  Governor  George  Leader,  Miss  Genevieve 
Blatt,  former  Secretary  of  Internal  Affairs;  and  Fred  Hare,  former  secretary 
to  Governor  Fine.  As  these  names  suggest,  a good  beginning  has  been  made  in 
the  gathering  of  oral  materials  on  the  recent  political  history  of  the  Com- 
monwealth. It  is  hoped  that  the  project  can  be  continued  in  the  coming  months. 
Fortunately  we  were  able  to  obtain  two  portable  tape  recorders,  one  for  this 
project,  and  the  other  for  the  similar  collecting  program  of  the  Ethnic  Culture 
Survey. 


The  resignation  of  Mrs.  Gail  Gibson  as  Associate  Historian  was  a 
serious  loss  to  the  work  with  the  historical  societies  of  the  Commonwealth 
because  of  her  effective  help  in  maintaining  good  relations  with  them.  She 
had  kept  in  touch  with  them  for  her  quarterly  "News  and  Comment"  articles  in 
Pennsylvania  History  and  for  the  preparation  of  two  successive  editions  of  the 
directory  of  historical  societies,  and  had  also  served  as  recorder  and  reporter 
for  four  annual  Research  Conferences.  The  actual  loss  of  the  position,  which 
developed  later,  meant  the  end  of  the  Pennsylvania  Bibliography  project, 
which  had  been  well  along  toward  completion;  and  brought  to  a virtual  halt 
the  development  and  servicing  of  the  picture  collections. 

"News  and  Comment"  and  the  report  of  last  May’s  Research  Conference 
could  be  carried  on  only  thanks  to  the  willingness  of  Mr.  Harry  Whipkey, 
Associate  Archivist,  to  assume  these  extra  assignments  which  fall  outside  the 
normal  range  of  archival  duties.  He  has  done  an  excellent  job  with  them,  it 
should  be  added,  and  they  may  have  benefited  from  his  attention  to  manuscripts 
and  public  records. 


' 


3 


Preparations  and  arrangements  for  various  meetings  of  historical 
organizations  required  much  attention  and  time.  The  regional  meeting  of  the 
Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  at  the  Chester  County  His- 
torical Society  in  West  Chester  on  March  14  was  highly  successful,  with  a 
morning  session  devoted  to  historical  preservation  and  an  afternoon  session 
for  discussion  of  historical  society  problems. 

appropriately  enough,  the  fifth  annual  Research  Conference  held 
by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  in  cooperation  with  the  Commission 
was  devoted  to  the  subject  of  oral  history.  More  than  sixty  leading  his- 
torians from  throughout  Pennsylvania  gathered  on  May  1 and2  for  a thorough 
discussion  of  this  new  type  of  source  material.  The  keynote  speaker  at  the 
Friday  evening  dinner  was  Dr.  Louis  Starr,  director  of  the  Center  for  Cral 
History  at  Columbia  University,  who  emphasized  the  value  of  oral  history  as 
a source  of  documentation.  Three  panel  discussions  were  devoted  to  oral 
history  resources  in  Pennsylvania,  projected  plans  for  oral  history  centers, 
and  the  techniques  for  recording  oral  history.  Mr.  Whipkey's  informative 
report  on  this  conference  will  appear  in  the  October,  1970,  issue  of 
Pennsylvania  History. 

The  63rd  annual  state  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Historical  Societies,  which  followed  on  May,  brought  representatives  of  the 
leading  historical  societies  to  Harrisburg  for  a one-day  session  on  their 
projects  and  problems,  and  especially  to  learn  about  Philadelphia's  plans 
for  the  Bicentennial. 

During  the  early  months  of  1970,  the  Bureau  Director  completed  the 
editing  and  checking  of  the  manuscript  and  notes  for  Volume  I of  the  Papers 
of  Henry  Bouquet  with  the  help  of  Mrs.  Autumn  Leonard,  and  prepared  the 
Foreword  and  other  introductory  material.  The  copy  was  marked  for  the  printer, 
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and  the  specifications  were  worked  up,  so  that  the  purchase  request  could  be 
submitted  immediately  at  the  beginning  of  the  new  fiscal  year.  This  printing 
had  to  go  out  on  special  bid,  however,  because  of  the  special  work  involved; 
and  we  are  now  waiting  to  learn  who  the  printer  will  be. 

Editorial  work  on  Volume  I of  the  Statutes  at  Large  of  Pennsylvania 
also  involved  much  time  and  thought,  arrangements  were  made  for  Mrs.  Lois 
Given  Bobb,  former  editor  of  the  Pennsylvania  Magazine  of  History  and  Biography, 
to  edit  and  check  the  12C-page  historical  introduction.  In  May,  after  the 
completion  of  work  on  the  Bouquet  volume,  Mrs.  Leonard  began  checking  and 
verifying  the  transcripts  of  the  seventeenth  century  laws  from  the  originals 
in  the  Archives  and  from  photocopies  of  other  originals  in  the  British 
Public  Records  Office,  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsylvania,  and  the 
American  Philosophical  Society.  The  Bureau  Director  has  begun  to  add  notes 
to  identify  the  source  of  each  document.  Good  progress  is  being  made,  and 
we  hope  to  have  the  entire  manuscript  ready  when  Miss  Beckman  returns  from 
Scotland  at  Christmas  time. 

In  order  to  make  it  more  convenient  for  work  with  the  Bureau 
Director  on  the  Bouquet  Papers  and  on  the  Statutes  at  Large,  Mrs.  Leonard  was 
transferred  from  the  Division  of  History  to  the  Bureau  Office  in  December. 

This  also  facilitated  her  assistance  in  the  Junior  Historian  program.  During 
the  winter  and  spring,  she  spent  much  time  in  guiding  and  advising  Mr.  Babin- 
chak,  and  in  helping  him  to  learn  all  the  aspects  of  this  program  as  rapidly 
as  possible. 

Partly  to  make  room  for  this  shift,  but  also  because  its  research, 
bibliographical,  and  information  activities  were  closely  related  to  those 
of  the  Division  of  History,  the  Ethnic  Culture  Survey  was  transferred  to  the 
Division.  This  was  intended  merely  as  a change  in  location  and  did  not 


• - 

. 

: 


5 


affect  the  activities  of  the  Survey,  but  it  did  give  it  a definite  place  on 
the  organization  chart  as  a section  in  the  Division.  Mr.  Hufford's  report 
shows  great  progress  in  collecting  and  organizing  sources  for  folk  cultural 
research  in  Pennsylvania. 

In  the  Bureau  office  much  attention  was  given  to  the  Junior  His- 
torian work  during  the  fall  of  1969,  since  we  had  no  historian  to  assign  to 
this  program  until  December  1.  With  advice  and  suggestions  from  Mrs.  Leonard, 
the  Bureau  secretary  maintained  all  the  contacts  with  local  advisers  and 
chapters,  looking  after  affiliations  and  renewals,  and  sending  out  forms, 
notices,  and  bulletins;  and  the  response  of  chapter  advisers  and  student 
officers  gave  evidence  of  the  sound  basis  of  this  program.  Donald  Crownover, 
Editor  and  Chairman  of  Publications,  published  an  excellent  fall  issue  of 
The  Pennsylvania  Junior  Historian.  The  fall  workshop  was  held  as  scheduled 
on  October  15  at  Boalsburg,  with  a goodly  representation  from  central  Penn- 
sylvania chapters.  The  program  featured  an  illustrated  talk  on  the  Amish 
of  the  Kishicoquil las  Valley  by  Dr.  Maurice  Hook,  an  introduction  to  the 
purposes  and  methods  of  folklore  study  by  David  Hufford,  State  Folklorist; 
and  a tour  of  the  Military  Museum  conducted  by  Donald  Morrison,  its  curator. 

As  a result  of  these  activities,  no  momentum  was  lost  in  the  promotion  of 
the  Junior  Historian  movement.  When  Andrew  Babinchak  joined  the  staff  as 
Assistant  Historian,  he  rapidly  began  to  learn  all  the  ramifications  of  the 
Junior  Historian  work  and  to  assume  responsibility  for  it,  but  he  did  not 
have  to  contend  with  any  problem  of  rebuilding  it. 

It  is  good  to  note  that  the  Junior  Historians  went  ahead  to  complete 
a year  of  outstanding  success.  In  a number  of  chapters  and  members,  in 
attendance  and  program  at  its  State  convention,  and  in  participation  at  the 
Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  the  Junior  Historian  organization 
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has  more  than  succeeded  in  equalling  its  accomplishments  in  previous  years. 

Division  of  Archives  and  Manuscripts 
Prepared  by  William  H.  Work 

Many  important  accessions  of  records  and  manuscripts  were  made 
during  the  year.  On  October  31,  1969,  we  received  the  Samuel  H.  Pennypacker 
Papers  from  the  daughter-in-law  of  the  former  governor.  At  the  invitation 
of  Mrs.  Pennypacker,  members  of  our  staff  called  at  her  home  in  Montgomery 
County,  packed  records,  removed  them  from  the  attic,  and  brought  them  to 
Harrisburg.  Mr.  Whipkey  was  assigned  to  inventory  these  documents  and  began 
work  promptly.  Recently,  some  additional  papers  of  Governor  Arthur  H.  James 
were  acquired  from  Mr.  Paul  Pedigo,  his  former  secretary. 

Under  a loan  agreement  with  the  Historical  Society  of  Berks  County, 
ten  cartons  of  Union  Canal  Company  Papers  were  received  in  the  Archives, 
where  they  joined  the  other  great  collections  of  State  canal  records  and 
Schuylkill  Navigation  Company  Papers.  Early  in  the  spring  of  1970,  we 
received  45  cubic  feet  of  records  of  the  South  Penn  Railroad,  as  well  as  90 
cubic  feet  of  early  records  of  the  Department  of  Forestry  and  25  cubic  feet 
from  the  Department  of  Education  relating  to  school  district  organization. 

In  May  and  June,  accessions  of  official  records  from  the  State  Correctional 
Institution,  Philadelphia,  and  from  the  State  Senate  amounted  to  53  cubic 
feet.  Three  consignments  of  the  papers  of  the  Standard  Steel  Works,  Burnham, 
have  been  received,  and  more  are  still  to  come  to  fill  in  the  record  of  this 
business  establishment. 

Through  the  generous  interest  of  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Herman  Blum,  two 
collections  of  correspondence,  1798-1964,  of  various  public  and  business 
figures  of  Pennsylvania  (45  items)  were  received  by  the  Archives  in  December. 
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Among  the  personages  represented  are  U.S.  Senators  Boies  Penrose,  George 
Wharton  Pepper,  Matthew  S.  Quay,  Edward  Martin,  and  James  H.  Duff,  as  well 
as  Governors  Fine  and  Scranton.  More  recently,  Dr.  and  Mrs.  Blum  purchased 
a small  but  interesting  Penn  collection  for  the  Archives;  this  includes  a 
document  signed  by  John  Penn  and  a copy  made  by  Joseph  Galloway  of  a signi- 
ficant letter  of  William  Penn. 

Other  worthwhile  accessions  were  the  records  of  Burns  L Company, 
a Harrisburg  mercantile  house;  and  the  papers  of  Professor  John  M.  Coleman 
for  the  period  of  his  editorship  of  Pennsylvania  History.  The  latter  have 
been  set  up  as  MG-170,  Pennsylvania  History.  Editors  Papers  (John  Coleman), 
1957-1962.  This  is  an  open  group  which  we  hope  will  grow  with  the  passage 
of  time.  One  cubic  foot  of  Civil  War  records,  mostly  payrolls  and  muster  rolls 
of  Pennsylvania  units,  were  received  from  the  Chester  County  Historical  Society 
and  the  Nebraska  State  Historical  Society,  and  a small  number  of  letters  of 
Pennsylvania  Civil  War  soldiers  were  acquired  by  purchase.  Eight  volumes  of 
accounts  of  the  Robesonia  Iron  Company  were  received  from  the  Lebanon  County 
Historical  Society  to  be  added  to  its  other  collections  deposited  under  a 
loan  agreement  in  the  Archives.  Thus,  the  holdings  of  the  Archives  continue 
to  grow  steadily  in  importance  and  variety. 

On  October  21,  a long  and  disagreeable  job  was  completed  when  the 
final  listing  of  the  Utilities  Reports  was  finished  and  the  last  carton  put 
on  the  shelves.  These  bound  volumes  of  the  reports  of  railroads,  canals, 
water  companies,  and  other  public  utilities  were  very  dirty  and  in  poor 
physical  condition.  The  small  task  force  of  archivists  and  clerks  who  cleaned 
and  processed  them  deserve  special  credit.  Moreover,  this  large  addition 
to  the  records  of  the  Department  of  Internal  Affairs  necessitated  the 
reshelving  of  the  entire  group  in  a new  location. 


Early  in  the  spring,  Miss  Simonetti  put  the  final  touches  to  the 
inventory  of  the  J.  Horace  McFarland  Papers  which  had  taken  up  most  of  her 
time  during  the  winter  months.  The  proper  arrangement  of  these  complicated 
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files  hardly  came  too  soon,  for  the  current  interest  in  conservation  is  bring- 
ing inquiries  about  these  papers  of  a leading  conservationist.  About  the  same 
time,  Mr.  Whipkey  submitted  a listing  of  the  Samuel  H.  Pennypacker  Papers, 
which--to  our  surprise--contained  a cubic  foot  or  more  of  the  papers  of 
Governor  Stone.  These  have  been  set  up  as  a separate  manuscript  group. 

The  Pardon  Board  Books  and  the  Clemency  File  of  the  Department  of 
Justice  were  reworked  by  Mr.  Suran  to  refine  their  arrangement.  Recently 
discovered  evidence  showed  that  our  preliminary  inventory  of  these  records, 
made  ten  years  ago,  was  not  entirely  satisfactory.  The  permanent  inventory 
supplies  better  identification  and  restores  the  provenance  of  these  records. 
Mr.  Shelly,  with  the  help  of  two  clerks,  worked  on  sortin  and  arranging  a 
very  large  quantity  of  Auditor  General  warrants,  some  dating  back  to  the 
Eighteenth  Century,  which  were  received  some  time  ago.  Recently,  Miss 
Simonetti  finished  integrating  additional  records  into  the  Historical  and 
Commission  group,  set  up  a new  group  for  the  Department  of  Community  Affairs, 
and  began  work  on  the  Union  Canal  Company  Papers. 

Much  time  was  taken  up  by  reference  service,  both  for  researchers 
visiting  the  search  room  and  in  answer  to  mail  and  telephone  inquiries.  Mrs. 
Philpott  continues  to  devote  full  time  to  this  service,  looking  after  research 
room  visitors  capably  and  answering  many  of  the  mail  inquiries.  Mr.  Bown, 

Mr.  Shelly,  and  Miss  Gisselman  have  also  been  involved  increasingly  in  this 
work,  which  sometimes  taxes  our  facilities  to  the  limit.  In  May  and  June, 
for  example,  there  were  142  researchers  consulting  records  in  the  search 
room,  some  of  them  for  several  days;  of  these  82  were  seeking  genealogical 
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information  and  60  were  carrying  on  historical  projects. 

The  first  meeting  of  the  Local  Government  Records  Committee  estab- 
lished by  the  Municipal  Records  Act  was  held  in  the  Commission  board  room  on 
January  29,  with  Hon.  Joseph  W.  Barr,  Jr.,  Secretary  of  Community  Affairs, 
presiding  as  chairman.  Interest  was  manifested  by  a good  attendance  with 
virtually  every  type  of  local  government  represented,  and  plans  were  made 
to  begin  systematically  by  contracting  for  a survey  of  typical  municipal 
records  similar  to  what  was  done  at  the  start  of  the  county  records  program. 
Unfortunately,  there  have  been  delays  in  arranging  for  such  a survey,  but  it  is 
hoped  that  it  can  soon  be  worked  out. 

The  County  Records  Committee  held  its  re-organization  meeting  on 
February  6,  thus  expanding  its  membership  and  functions  to  cover  the  records 
of  all  county  offices  in  second  class  A and  third  to  the  eighth  class  counties. 
Schedules  for  the  offices  of  prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts  had  been 
approved  and  promulgated  by  the  old  committee;  work  is  now  going  forward  on 
record  schedules  for  the  clerk  of  orphans*  court  and  the  register  of  wills. 

The  State  Archivist  spoke  at  an  all -day  seminar  on  local  records 
held  by  the  3M  Company  at  Camp  Hill  on  September  16,  and  at  a meeting  of  the 
Lebanon  County  Historical  Society  held  at  Stouchsburg  on  September  22.  On 
September  18  he  attended  the  organization  meeting  of  the  Archives  and  History 
Council  at  the  Federal  Records  Center  in  Philadelphia.  On  March  20,  Mr.  Work 
and  Mr.  Scott  attended  a meeting  of  the  State  Bar  Association's  Committee  on 
Public  Records  at  Hershey,  and  on  August  24  Mr.  Work  spoke  at  a meeting  of 
the  Recorders  and  Deeds  Association  at  White  Haven.  He  also  took  part  in  the 
program  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies  on  May  9,  and 
addressed  the  Harrisburg  Kiwanis  Club  on  August  20. 
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The  archivists  were  well  represented  at  meetings  of  the  Society  of 
American  Archivists,  Madison,  Wisconsin,  October  8-10,  1969;  the  Pennsylvania 
Historical  Association  at  Wilson  College,  October  17-18;  and  the  regional 
meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies,  West  Chester, 
March  14,  1970.  Mr.  Suran  attended  the  24th  Institute  in  Modern  Archives 
Administration  conducted  by  American  University  at  the  National  Archives, 

June  1-12,  1970. 

On  Saturday,  January  10,  1970,  the  Division  was  host  to  a meeting  of 
the  Board  of  the  Eastern  Mennonite  Association  of  Librarians  and  Archivists. 
There  were  morning  and  afternoon  sessions,  a display  of  documents  of  special 
interest  to  the  members,  and  a tour  of  the  Archives  Building. 

Forty  applications  for  changes  to  records  disposition  schedules  of 
State  agencies  were  investigated  and  approved.  They  involved  618  amendments 
and  91  new  items.  Approval  was  given  for  the  disposal  of  2,021  cubic  feet  of 
records  in  two  agencies,  and  also  for  the  microfilming  of  48C  cubic  feet  of 
student  record  cards  at  Slippery  Rock  State  College. 

The  following  statistical  report  of  the  holdings  of  records  and 
historical  materials  in  fiscal  year  1969-7C  was  made  by  the  Division  of 
Archives  and  Manuscripts: 

Volume  of  archives  and  historical  materials,  June  30,  1969  22,811  cu.  ft. 

Accessions,  1969-70  1,129  cu.  ft. 

Volume  of  archives  and  historical  materials,  June  3C  , 1970  23,940  cu.  ft. 


Volume  of  semi-active 
June  30,  1969 

records 

in  State  Records  Center, 

52,154 

cu. 

ft. 

Increase,  1969-70 

1,173 

cu . 

ft. 

Volume  of  semi-active 

records , 

June  30,  1970 

53,327 

cu. 

ft. 

Total  holdings 

77,267 

cu. 
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Reference  service  actions,  July  1,  1969-June  30,  1970 

State  Archives  16,46/ 

State  Records  Center  25^311 


TCTAL 


41,778 


State  Records  Center 
Prepared  by  Wylie  T.  Scott 

Accessions  of  serai-active  records  for  the  fiscal  year  ending  June 
30,  1970,  amounted  to  14,214  cubic  feet,  a decline  of  17.9%  from  the  fiscal 
year  ending  June  30,  1969.  Disposals  for  fiscal  year  1969-70  were  13,045 
cubic  feet,  an  increase  of  13.2%.  Requests  for  records  showed  an  increase  of 
3.7%  over  the  previous  year. 

The  rate  of  disposals  has  increased  considerably  during  the  period 
for  two  reasons:  First,  since  the  Records  Center  has  been  in  existence  for 

five  years,  many  records  are  coming  to  the  end  of  the  period  for  which  they 
were  to  be  held;  and,  secondly,  a revision  of  the  Comptrollers'  General  Re- 
tention Schedule  reduced  the  retention  period  for  many  records  and  authorized 
the  immediate  disposal  of  a considerable  quantity  of  records. 

Reference  service  to  the  records  was  provided  16  auditors  from  the 
Federal  government,  17  from  State  agencies,  3 from  auditing  firms,  5 resear- 
chers, and  one  college  student.  In  all  cases  were  made  available  only  on  the 
basis  of  proper  authorization  from  the  agency  which  deposited  the  records  with 
us . 


In  connection  with  the  application  of  automatic  data  processing  to 
the  indexing  and  retrieval  of  information  from  the  personnel  records,  a 
meeting  to  discuss  the  method  of  preparing  punch  cards  for  personnel  folders 
was  held  in  the  bureau  office,  attended  by  Mr.  Felix  Kampschoyer,  Mr.  LeRoy 
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DePuy,  and  Mrs.  Frances  Swank  of  the  Oa,  and  by  the  Bureau  Director,  the 
Records  Center  Manager,  and  Mr.  Fred  Woodward,  Chief  Clerk.  It  was  decided 
to  have  the  Bureau  of  Correctional  Industries  at  Muncy  prepare  the  punch 
cards  from  lists  supplied  by  our  Personnel  Records  unit.  Lists  were  submitted, 
beginning  on  October  14,  and  continued  on  a regular  schedule  throughout  most  of 
the  period.  By  December  9,  when  the  Bureau  of  Correctional  Industries  asked 
for  a six-week  ''moratorium",  45,215  cards  had  been  punched,  leaving  a balance 
of  about  55,000  cards  to  be  punched  under  the  beginning  contract.  Of  this 
number,  some  45,CG(j  folders  had  to  be  "prepared"  before  listing,  a slow 
process  with  the  limited  number  of  clerks  available  for  this  assignment. 
Therefore,  the  "moratorium"  was  fortunate  in  enabling  us  to  catch  up  with  the 
listing. 


By  the  end  of  February,  approximately  74,000  punched  cards  were  on 
hand,  and  it  was  decided  to  proceed  with  the  next  step,  obtaining  computer 
listings  of  the  personnel  records.  A contract  was  made  with  the  "Pen  Cor 
Data  Processing"  section  of  the  Bureau  of  Correctional  Industries  in  the 
amount  of  $430  to  provide  the  Records  Center  with  two  computer  printouts,  one 
copy  to  be  alphabetical  by  name  and  the  other  numerical  by  social  security 
number.  Upon  receipt  of  the  printouts,  the  immediate  task  was  to  refile 
and  rebox  the  personnel  folders  by  date  of  birth. 

The  Records  Center  Manager  also  took  part  in  a number  of  activities 
involving  records  management  generally.  Thus  he  visited  the  offices  of  the 
prothonotary  and  clerk  of  courts  in  Lycoming  County  and  Berks  County  and 
explained  in  detail  various  types  of  microfilming  equipment  suitable  to  meet 
their  needs  in  microfilming  records.  He  also  attended  the  meetings  of  the 
Local  Government  Records  Committee  and  the  County  Records  Committee.  In 
connection  with  the  Commission's  own  record  management  work,  he  took  the 
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Office  of  Administration's  "PPBS  Operations  Course"  on  January  5-8,  and  also 
participated  in  a discussion  of  the  Commonwealth's  five-year  plan  for  the 
automation  of  files. 

The  Records  Center  Manager  attended  the  annual  American  Records 
Management  Association  convention  in  St.  Louis.  The  day  after  the  convention, 
he  was  given  a personal  tour  through  the  Federal  military  and  civilian 
records  centers  in  St.  Louis.  The  detailed  explanation  of  operations  in  the 
civilian  records  center  was  particularly  interesting  and  informative. 

A statistical  report  for  the  fiscal  year  follows: 
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Division  of  History 
Prepared  by  William  A.  Hunter 

In  the  field  of  publications,  the  Biennial  Report,  1966-1968 
was  delivered  on  October  24,  1969,  a few  days  after  the  Commission  meeting 
on  October  16.  An  up-to-date  supplement  to  the  1957  marker  guide  was  received 
on  November  24.  Finally,  after  an  excessively  long  delay,  the  printer  de- 
livered George  Wolf's  The  Fair  Play  Settlers  of  the  West  Branch  Valley.  1769- 
1784  in  December- -the  paperback  copies  on  December  1 and  the  clothbound  on 
December  23.  A new  printing  of  clothbound  copies  of  Indians  in  Pennsylvania 
was  received  on  February  4,  and  copies  of  Col.  Wilbur  S.  Wye's  James  Smith, 
Early  Cumberland  Valley  Patriot  were  published  by  the  Cumberland  County  His- 
torical Society  and  purchased  by  the  Commission  for  resale  in  February.  The 
new  Publications  List  with  these  additions  came  from  the  printer  in  April, 
and  the  new  Fort  Pitt  Museum  folder  was  delivered  in  June.  During  the  summer 
appeared  the  Pennsylvania  Directory  of  Historical  Organizations,  1970,  which 
had  been  compiled  by  Mrs.  Gail  Gibson  before  she  left  our  staff  on  December  31, 
1969. 


Mrs.  Gibson's  resignation  meant  the  loss  of  a valuable  member  of 
our  professional  staff,  a loss  which  was  deeply  felt  because  of  the  extent 
and  quality  of  her  work.  This  became  an  even  more  serious  blow  when  the 
position  itself  was  abolished  in  the  austerity  drive,  as  a result  of  Civil 
Service  delays  in  listing  applicants  for  it.  This  has  meant  the  suspension 
of  work  on  the  Pennsylvania  bibliography,  and  on  the  development  and  servicing 
of  the  picture  files.  Her  aid  in  editing  publications  and  answering  research 
inquiries  had  been  invaluable;  and,  until  the  loss  of  this  position,  it  will 
be  difficult  to  avoid  a regrettable  curtailment  of  these  time-consuming 


activities . 
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Besides  the  editorial  work  involved  in  the  publications  now  off  the 
press,  much  was  done  in  preparation  of  future  publications.  The  new  Anthro- 
pology Series  is  beginning  to  take  form,  with  manuscript  matter  for  three 
numbers  now  in  our  hands,  and  editorial  work  is  progressing  on  two  Historic 
Property  booklets.  By  the  summer  of  1970,  the  Archeology  Section's  Foundations 
of  Pennsylvania  Prehistory  and  George  Beyer's  Guide  to  the  Microfilm  of  the 
Simon  Cameron  Papers  were  being  readied  for  printing.  Hr.  Myers  also  checked 
and  edited  the  manuscript  of  The  Negro  in  Pennsylvania  History  by  Dr.  Ira 
Brown,  which  is  to  be  published  by  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association 
this  fall,  and  which  will  be  an  important  addition  to  the  cooperative  publi- 
cations on  our  list.  In  addition,  the  Editorial  Section  has  been  responsible 
for  numerous  historic  property  folders,  leaflets,  admission  tickets,  and  other 
minor  publications.  It  is  easy  to  see  why  little  time  could  be  found  for 
research  on  a pamphlet  on  the  American  Revolution. 

Publication  sales  during  the  fiscal  year  1969-70  amounted  to 
$17,239.59,  exceeding  our  earlier  estimates  by  more  than  a thousand  dollars. 
During  the  period  a total  of  6,473  requests  and  inventories  were  answered, 
and  about  120,000  free  publications  were  sent  out. 

In  the  related  field  of  microfilming,  our  operations  cover  both 
additions  to  the  Commission's  research  collections  and  special  work  for 
student  customers,  Mr.  George  Beyer,  supervising  the  photocopy  section, 
completed  our  1969  contract  with  Remington  Rand  by  ordering  395  rolls  of 
positive  prints  of  our  microfilm  publications  and  48  rolls  of  positive  prints 
of  Bucks  and  Clearfield  county  newspaper  microfilms  previously  filmed.  In 
addition,  he  edited  various  completed  films,  and  continued  the  filming  of 
early  Lancaster  County  tax  lists,  and  prepared  some  filmed  materials  for 
customers.  A new  microfilm  splicer  was  put  into  operation  on  February  18; 
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it  should  greatly  facilitate  the  editing  of  our  films.  A defect  in  the 
microfilm-printing  mechanism  of  the  photostat  machine  was  also  corrected  in 
February,  so  that  we  can  again  process  the  photostats  directly  from  microfilm. 

Mr.  Clark  made  988  photostatic  prints  for  Commission  purposes  during 
the  period  from  September  1,  1969,  to  June  30,  1970. 

A significant  addition  to  the  research  collections  was  the  acquisition 
from  the  Library  of  Congress  of  33  microfilm  rolls  of  Amherst  Papers  delivered 
on  December  5.  Added  to  40  rolls  previously  acquired,  this  gives  us  all  of 
the  available  Amherst  Papers  prior  to  the  Revolution.  An  order  was  also 
placed  for  microfilmed  Moravian  records  relating  to  their  Indian  missions. 

Eight  rolls  of  microfilm  of  John  Ettwein  Papers,  from  the  Archives  of  the 
Moravian  Church,  at  Bethlehem,  were  received  on  February  26.  Early  in  the 
spring,  30  rolls  of  microfilm  of  the  Sir  Guy  Carleton  Papers  and  the  currently 
available  part  of  the  Albert  Gallatin  Papers  (6  rolls)  were  received.  Finally, 
in  May  and  June,  came  the  Moravian  Mission  Records  (40  rolls),  Pennsylvania 
Prison  Society  Records  (4  rolls),  Sol  Feinstone  Collection  (3  rolls),  and 
Annville  newspapers  (5  rolls).  In  all,  208  rolls  of  microfilm  were  added  to 
our  holdings  during  the  fiscal  year,  the  equivalent  of  at  least  208,000  pages 
of  historical  material. 

A manuscript  record  of  Indian  goods  purchased  for  the  treaties  of 
Fort  Stanwix  and  Fort  McIntosh  in  1784-85  was  transferred  to  us  on  indefinite 
loan  by  the  Historical  Society  of  York  County  on  January  15;  in  return,  the 
Society  was  provided  with  complete  photostatic  copies.  Miss  Siraonetti,  of 
the  Archives  staff,  has  since  demonstrated  that  this  record  was  once  in  the 
State  Treasurer’s  Office. 


Mr.  Beyer  represented  the  Commission  at  the  200th  Anniversary  of 
Warrington  Friends  Meetinghouse,  Wellsville,  York  County,  on  September  28. 
The  Division  Chief  visited  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum  and  Cld  Economy  Village  on 
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September  25-26.  His  paper,  "German  Settlers  and  Indian  Warriors",  originally 
presented  at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  German  Society,  was  pub- 
lished in  the  September  issue  of  Per  Reg^ebog,e.  All  the  Division  historians 
attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Historical  Association  at 
Chambersburg , October  18-19.  Mr.  Myers  provided  an  exhibit  of  Commission 
publications,  and  Mr.  Hunter  presented  a talk  on  Fort  Loudoun.  With  the  help 
of  Mr.  Robert  Ditchburn,  a display  of  items  relating  to  that  post  was  also 
prepared  for  the  occasion. 

The  Division  Chief  addressed  the  Society  of  Colonial  Wars  at  a 
dinner  meeting  in  Philadelphia  on  January  17.  Mr.  Beyer  attended  a conference 
of  the  Institute  for  Graphic  Communication,  dealing  with  microfilm  and  photo- 
graph problems,  held  at  Washington  on  February  15-17.  Mr.  Myers  and  the 
Division  Chief  went  to  Lewistown  on  March  3 to  inventory  historical  manuscripts 
that  Mr.  K.  E.  Henry  had  offered  to  sell;  and,  on  April  6,  inspected  books 
offered  to  us  by  Mr.  Millard  E.  Landis,  of  Carlisle. 

On  April  25,  the  Division  Chief  attended  the  annual  meeting  of  the 
Society  for  Pennsylvania  Archaeology,  in  Lancaster.  His  review  of  the 
Susguehannah  Company  Papers.  Volume  VIII,  appeared  in  the  April  issue  of  the 
PENNSYLVANIA  MAGAZINE  OF  HISTORY  AND  BIOGRAPHY.  Mr.  Beyer  attended,  as  an 
observer,  a meeting  in  Trenton,  New  Jersey,  on  May  5,  to  discuss  New  Jersey's 
role  in  the  American  Revolution  Bicentennial. 

At  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  Mr.  David  Hufford 
conducted  an  obviously  successful  seminar  on  "Powwowing  in  Pennsylvania-- 
Past  and  Present";  Mrs.  Roxanne  Kauffman,  assisted  by  Mrs.  Eva  Lash,  operated 
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a popular  book  store,  which  sold  $214  worth  of  our  publications;  the  Division 

Chief  attended  the  seminars  and  thinks  that  this  may  have  been  the  best-planned 

and  best-directed  session  of  the  Institute. 

Ethnic  Culture  Survey 
Prepared  by  David  J.  Hufford 

Much  attention  was  given  to  the  Pennsylvania  folk  cultural  biblio- 
graphy project  and  to  the  indexing  of  the  very  important  journal,  Pennsylvania 
Folkl if e . The  bibliography  was  greatly  expanded  and  steps  were  taken  towards 
its  organization  and  the  eventual  problems  of  annotation  and  indexing.  The 
bibliographical  work  included  a search  of  the  periodical  publications  of 
county  and  local  historical  societies,  which  has  turned  up  important  material 

at  a satisfying  rate.  This  did  take  a good  deal  of  time,  because  of  the 

necessity  of  examining  each  article;  indexes,  when  available,  are  not  adequate 
in  their  mention  of  folk  cultural  materials.  Mrs.  Kruger  did  much  library 
checking  for  the  bibliography  and  types  a listing  of  the  90C  general  titles 
now  on  hand,  which  will  save  time  in  checking  in  outside  libraries.  The 
indexing  of  Pennsylvania  Folklife  made  good  progress;  in  April,  1970,  I was 
able  to  locate  in  Philadelphia  all  the  issues  needed  to  complete  this  task. 

A survey  of  folk  cultural  data  to  be  found  in  WPA  materials  was 
begun  in  February,  to  make  more  readily  accessible  to  scholars.  A system  for 
listing  and  indexing  these  materials  was  worked  out. 

Encouragement  was  given  to  folk  cultural  sutdy  in  other  states  and 
on  a national  level.  An  extensive  letter  for  use  by  the  Maryland  Study  Com- 
mission on  Folklife  in  their  approaching  presentation  to  the  legislature  was 
sent  to  George  Simpson,  the  Commission  chairman.  This  described  the  work  of 
the  Pennsylvania  office  as  fully  as  possible.  Similarly,  when  a letter  was 
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received  from  a committee  of  the  U.S.  House  of  Representatives  regarding  a 
bill  to  set  up  Ethnic  Heritage  Studies  Centers,  a detailed  reply  was  sent. 

This  letter  was  published  in  a volume  of  proceedings  regarding  the  bill.  Ad- 
vances in  folk  cultural  studies  elsewhere  are  certain  to  have  beneficial  effects 
here,  and  so  a continuing  policy  of  cooperation  has  been  followed. 

an  article  about  the  work,  history,  and  goals  of  the  Ethnic  Culture 
Survey  was  written  at  the  suggestion  of  the  Executive  Director,  for  publication 
in  the  winter  issue  of  the  Keystone  Folklore  Quarterly.  In  January,  I was 
elected  editor  of  this  journal,  the  quarterly  of  the  Pennsylvania  Folklore 
Society. 


Much  time  was  taken  up  in  planning  and  preparing  for  the  Middle 
Atlantic  States  Conference  on  Folk  Culture,  which  was  held  at  King’s  College, 
Wilkes-Sarre,  on  April  3-4.  The  turnout  of  about  one  hundred  people  was 
gratifying,  and  the  meeting  was  very  productive.  Scholars  were  in  attendance 
from  as  far  distant  as  UCLA  (Wayland  Hand,  Director  of  the  Center  for  Com- 
parative Study  of  Folklore  and  Mythology) , and  the  representation  from  the 
states  directly  involved  was  very  good.  Every  major  folklore-folklife  program 
in  the  region,  both  university-oriented  and  those  attached  to  other  institutions 
was  either  represented  directly  or  had  sent  specific  suggestions  and  proposals. 
In  addition  to  hearing  five  excellent  papers,  and  having  a good  and  lengthy 
discussion  of  the  problems  of  folklife  archiving,  many  important  contacts 
were  made.  This  was  true  not  only  of  myself  but  of  most  of  the  professionals 
in  attendance,  and  the  meeting  has  certainly  had  a great  impact  in  terms  of 
opening  up  new  lines  of  communication  within  the  region  and  enhancing  those 
which  already  existed.  Afterward,  a good  deal  of  time  was  spent  in  following 
up  these  new  contacts  by  correspondence. 


( 
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On  April  7 I gave  a talk  on  folklore  and  folklife  to  the  Adams 
County  Historical  Society  at  Gettysburg.  On  April  10  I had  a conference  with 
Mr.  Charles  Cubelic,  Director  of  the  Pittsburgh  Folk  Festival,  and  obtained 
a great  deal  of  information  about  the  ethnic  groups  in  Pittsburgh  and  their 
distribution.  A visit  to  the  Library  of  Congress  followed  on  April  14-15, 
for  a study  of  the  Library's  Archive  of  Folksong.  This  was  helpful,  for  a 
very  sophisticated  retrieval  system  is  currently  being  developed  for  these 
materials.  Detailed  information  was  also  obtained  about  the  Pennsylvania 
material  which  they  hold,  and  the  ways  and  means  of  obtaining  copies  for  our 
collection  are  being  worked  out. 

In  June,  through  the  help  of  Dr.  Don  Yoder,  permission  was  obtained 
to  copy  Dr.  Alfred  Shoemaker's  massive  folklife  files,  which  run  to  about 
160,000  four  by  six-inch  cards.  The  first  sixteen  drawers  were  picked  up, 
and  much  work  has  been  done  with  them. 

Throughout  the  year,  much  research  and  study  was  done  on  the  special 
topic  of  traditional  healing,  specifically  powwowing.  This  was  the  subject  of 
the  seminar  which  I chaired  at  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture, 
June  23-26. 

Junior  Historian  Office 
Prepared  by  Andrew  Babinchak 

During  the  1969-70  school  year,  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of 
Junior  Historians  grew  to  a total  of  80  chapters  with  2,731  high  school  students 
as  members.  This  total  included  14  new  chapters  with  554  members.  Some  of 
these  resulted  from  the  intensive  mailing  campaign  carried  on  by  the  Bureau 
office  during  the  fall  of  1969. 
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On  December  7,  a week  after  I joined  the  Commission  staff,  the 
Executive  Committee  of  the  Junior  Historian  Federation  met  in  Harrisburg  to 
make  plans  for  the  rest  of  the  school  year  and  to  discuss  a revision  of  its 
constitution.  As  a result  of  the  discussions  at  this  meeting,  a trip  was 
made  to  Pittsburgh  early  in  1970  to  lay  the  groundwork  for  the  1971  annual 
state  convention.  Later,  on  March  12,  a trip  was  made  to  Philadelphia  to  check 
on  hotels  for  the  1973  and  1976  conventions. 

The  Advisory  Council  met  on  March  15  in  Harrisburg.  Final  steps 
were  taken  in  the  revision  of  the  constitution,  and  the  workshops  for  the 
coming  fall  were  discussed. 

The  North  Central  and  the  Northeastern  Regions  joined  under  the 
direction  of  Mrs.  Edith  Wright  to  hold  a regional  conference  in  Williamsport 
at  the  Lycoming  Historical  Society,  which  provided  facilities  for  an  inter- 
esting and  enjoyable  program.  About  300  high  school  students  attended.  The 
Southeast  Region  held  its  annual  conference  in  Philadelphia  on  March  18  under 
the  auspices  of  the  Father  Judge  High  School's  First  Philadelphia  Chapter.  A 
tour  of  Independence  National  Park  was  followed  by  a program  at  the  Franklin 
Institute.  Mr.  James  Milligan,  Public  Relations  Co-ordinator  for  the  Phila- 
delphia Bicentennial  Corporation,  gave  a report  on  plans  for  the  1976  cele- 
bration. As  the  new  Executive  Secretary  of  the  PFJH,  I spoke  at  both 
conferences . 

Much  time  and  effort  was  devoted  towards  making  the  28th  annual 
State  convention  of  the  Junior  Historians  an  outstanding  one.  Several  trips 
had  to  be  made  to  consult  the  convention  chairman,  the  awards  committee 
chairman,  and  the  manager  of  Mount  Airy  Lodge,  Mount  Pocono.  Preparations 
for  the  convention  also  involved  Mrs.  Leonard  and  the  Bureau  secretary  from 
early  March  to  mid-April,  and  additional  help  came  from  Mrs.  Roxarte  Kauffman 


, 
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and  Miss  Carol  Warfield  for  the  convention  on  April  16-18.  With  750  Junior 
Historians  and  teachers  in  attendance,  it  was  the  largest  convention  in  the 
Federation’s  history,  and  one  of  the  most  interesting.  The  program  featured 
seminars  on  the  history  of  athletics  and  on  antiques,  a slide  lecture  on 
Pennsylvania's  architecture,  and  a history  fair  with  numerous  fine  exhibits-- 
one  from  each  chapter  in  attendance.  The  follow-up  work,  especially  in  pre- 
paring the  financial  report  on  such  a large  gathering,  was  very  time  consuming. 
Mrs.  Autumn  Leonard  is  to  be  credited  for  her  extraordinary  help  in  this,  as 
with  the  other  aspects  of  the  convention. 

The  third  Leadership  Training  Conference  was  held  in  Harrisburg  on 
hay  16  with  Mr.  John  Rodgers  serving  as  Chairman.  The  program  dealt  with 
"The  PFJH  in  Action",  and  was  very  effective  and  informative  for  all  present-- 
especially  the  new  student  state  officers.  After  the  adjournment  of  the 
conference,  the  participants  visited  the  John  Harris  Mansion  where  ladies  of 
the  Historical  Society  of  Dauphin  County  conducted  them  on  an  interesting 
tour. 


One  of  the  highlights  of  my  first  year  with  the  Junior  Historians 
was  attendance  at  the  8th  annual  National  Junior  Historian  Directors  Con- 
ference on  June  10-12  in  historic  Morristown,  New  Jersey.  This  conference 
provided  an  opportunity  for  Junior  Historian  directors  from  throughout  the 
United  States  to  become  personally  acquainted  and  to  exchange  ideas  on  their 
respective  programs.  It  also  enabled  the  delegates  to  be  aware  of  the  latest 
developments  in  the  social  studies  curriculum. 

Without  question,  another  highlight  of  the  Junior  Historian  year 
took  place  at  the  14th  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  June  23-26, 
when  57  Junior  Historians  and  teacher  advisers  attended  to  take  part  in  this 
educational  and  cultural  gathering.  As  is  customary,  all  the  PFJH  members 
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attended  on  scholarships  donated  by  friends  of  the  Junior  Historian  movement; 
this  year  the  scholarships  reached  a total  of  $3,200.  The  newly  activated 
Pennsylvania  Dutch  Region  acted  as  host  for  the  Junior  Historians,  and  the 
schedule  of  activities  was  greatly  enhanced.  Well  planned  events  included  a 
Pennsylvania  German  dinner  at  the  Dutchland  Farm  Restaurant,  a trip  to  a 
country  market  and  auction,  a televised  walking  tour  of  downtown  Lancaster,  and 
a hayride.  Ail  the  ingredients  made  up  one  of  the  most  successful  and  memor- 
able programs  in  which  Junior  Historins  have  been  involved. 


t 
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Bureau  of  Historic  Sites  and  Properties 
Prepared  by  Frank  J.  Schmidt,  Director 

General  State  Authority  Projects 

The  project  to  put  an  addition  on  the  visitors  center  at  Ephrata 
Cloister  was  completed  in  November,  1969,  and  we  are  now  using  it  for  visitors. 
Original  equipment  funds  will  be  used  to  provide  the  visitor  with  an  orien- 
tation program  in  the  near  future. 

The  new  museum  building  is  completed  at  Fort  LeBoeuf.  We  are  now 
waiting  for  the  additional  funds  which  are  included  in  the  1969-70  Capital 
Budget  in  order  to  do  the  exhibits  in  the  building.  At  the  present  time  the 
property  is  not  open  for  lack  of  a caretaker. 

The  Fulton  House  project  was  completed  during  the  winter,  and  we 
recently  hired  a caretaker  for  the  property.  Original  equipment  funds  made 
available  for  the  project  has  made  it  possible  for  us  to  purchase  some  very 
nice  antique  furniture  and  furnishings  for  the  house. 

The  Graeme  Park  project  is  noi^  completed  and  open  this  summer  for 
visitation.  A formal  opening  sponsored  by  the  Commission  and  the  Hatborough 
Historical  Society  was  held  on  Sunday,  July  26,  at  the  property.  Some  300 
persons  attended  the  ceremonies  and  toured  the  house. 

The  final  drawings  and  specifications  for  the  visitors  center  at 
Pithole  were  submitted  to  the  Authority  on  Wednesday,  august  12.  After  review 
by  the  Authority  they  will  be  advertised  for  bidding.  The  project  was  delayed 
while  the  Authority  purchased  additional  land  for  the  location  of  the  sewage 
treatment  plant  which  was  mandated  by  the  Department  of  Health. 

We  are  still  working  on  the  wheel  at  Cornwall  Furnace.  The  Authority 
agreed  to  spend  some  additional  funds  on  it  after  their  second  attempt  at 
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getting  it  in  operation  didn't  prove  successful.  When  one  considers  that  83 
years  have  passed  since  the  wheel  operated,  you  can  appreciate  the  problem 
in  operating  it  again. 

Property  and  Supplies  Projects 

The  new  maintenance  building  is  completed  at  Conrad  Weiser  Homestead, 
and  is  in  limited  use  by  the  property  personnel.  I say  limited  because  we 
were  not  able,  because  of  budget  limitations,  to  energize  the  electrical 
appliances  (heaters,  lights,  outlets)  in  the  building.  Hopefully  this  will  be 
done  in  the  near  future  so  that  we  can  make  full  use  of  the  building. 

We  are  still  waiting  on  the  completion  of  the  new  sanitary  facilities 

and  addition  to  our  starage  space  at  Warrior  Run  Church.  This  project  has 
become  another  Searights  Tollhouse  project  in  that  it  has  dragged  on  for 
better  than  a year.  But  hopefully  the  end  is  in  sight,  and  we  will  be  able 
to  make  use  of  the  facilities  soon. 

Project  500 

The  restoration  of  Tuscarora  Academy  is  completed  and  now  the  Juniata 

County  Historical  Society  is  in  the  process  of  putting  some  exhibits  on  the 

first  floor  of  the  building.  They  are  planning  a formal  opening  late  in 
August. 


The  restoration  of  the  McCoy  House  in  Lewistown  is  on  schedule.  This 
should  be  a very  handsome  building  when  completed.  The  Mifflin  County  His- 
torical  Society  will  have  exhibits  and  a library  in  portions  of  the  structure 
when  completed.  (As  an  aside.  Dean  Acheson  in  his  new  book  Present  at  the 
Creation  says  that  General  McCoy  was  one  of  the  few  people  who  called  General 
George  Marshall,  Chief  of  Staff,  and  later  Secretary  of  State,  "George";  makes 
a nice  story  in  our  interpretation  of  the  house.) 
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A project  to  concrete  the  other  half  of  the  pond  (one  half  was  done  a 
couple  of  years  ago)  at  Welser  Homestead  as  well  as  work  on  the  pond  bank,  steps 
leading  to  the  pond  and  a new  drainage  ditch  to  make  sure  we  have  an  adequate 
supply  of  water  is  well  underway  and  should  be  finished  sometime  in  September. 

A project  to  put  a parking  lot  on  the  property  we  bought  under  Project 
70  at  the  Priestley  House  is  out  for  bids.  This  will  provide  off-street  parking 
and  also  make  it  easier  for  us  to  control  the  traffic  pattern  for  the  visitor. 

Landscaping  additions  to  Drake  Well  including  extension  of  a levee 
and  drainage  of  low  lying  areas  is  in  the  planning  stages. 

Miscellaneous 

Another  stage  of  our  garden  restoration  at  Hope  Lodge  has  been  com- 
pleted. This  includes  construction  of  a wooden  arbor  at  the  end  of  the  pleasure 
garden,  and  gates  along  the  stone  wall  around  the  house  which  was  completed  last 
year.  The  arbor  then  has  plantings  espaliered  against  it  so  that  in  years  to 
come  it  will  be  a leafy  bower  for  the  visitors.  The  next  stage  - extension 
of  the  stone  wall,  planting  of  the  formal  orchard  and  planting  of  the  kitchen 
garden  are  in  final  stages  of  plans  and  specifications  and  will  be  sent  out 
for  bidding  in  the  near  future.  This  was  the  first  full  spring  and  summer  for 
our  new  plantings  in  the  pleasure  garden  and  to  say  the  least  they  were  a real 
pleasure  to  the  visitors,  everything  came  up  on  schedule. 

The  new  exhibits  have  been  placed  in  the  small  museum/maintenance 
building  at  the  Priestley  House.  They  tell  something  about  Priestley  the  man, 
Priestley  the  scientist,  and  also  about  the  handsome  house  he  built  in  Nor- 
thumberland. In  this  same  vein  we  have  been  in  touch  with  the  American  Chemical 
Society  with  an  eye  to  getting  them  to  help  us  interpret  the  house  and  especially 
the  laboratory. 
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The  exhibits  at  Graeme  Park  are  all  installed  in  the  barn  on  the 
property  and  aid  the  visitor  in  knowing  something  of  the  history  of  this  famous 
property.  The  exhibits  are  in  sharp  contrast  with  their  surroundings  - they 
are  1970  mod  style  against  the  1750  academic  style  of  the  house. 

The  last  phase  of  the  exhibit  contract  at  Drake  Well  is  completed. 
Among  other  things  it  includes  a very  striking  welded  metal  triptych  which 
depicts  the  source  of  oil  as  well  as  its  many  uses.  New  outdoor  exhibit  panels 
are  also  included  in  this  phase  of  the  contract. 

The  simulated  sails  and  the  new  exhibits  aboard  the  Flagship  Niagara 
have  made  a large  improvement  in  the  interpretation  of  the  ship.  The  renovated 
ship  is  already  the  subject  of  local  drawings  and  postal  cards. 

An  old  maintenance  building  at  Old  Stone  House  is  slowly  but  surely 
being  renovated  into  an  exhibit  building  for  display  of  tools  and  implements 
of  the  period  of  the  Stone  House. 

Visitation 

505,983  persons  visited  the  various  properties  administered  by  the 
Bureau  during  the  period  July  1,  1969  to  June  30,  197C.  This  was  a slight 
decline  from  the  previous  fiscal  period,  but  is  accounted  for  by  the  fact  that 
Priestley  House  was  closed  during  the  period  for  restoration;  Brown's  Mill 
School  was  closed  during  half  the  period  because  of  lack  of  personnel ; and 
Fort  LeBoeuf  was  closed  for  the  entire  period  because  of  lack  of  personnel. 


Special  Events 


Boone  Homestead 

Patriots'  Day  - In  spite  of  a rainy  weekend  (June  5,6,7)  some  3, COG 
Boy  Scouts  camped  on  the  grounds  and  some  2,0G0  visitors  took  part  in  the  events 
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including  speeches,  crafts,  and  honorary  military  unit  reviews. 

Old  Economy 

The  Harmonie  Associates  held  their  second  annual  Kuntsfest  (June  13  and 
14).  More  than  8,000  people  attended.  The  Kuntsfest  featured  a concert  of 
Harmonist  music,  as  well  as  demonstrations  of  spinning,  weaving,  candlemaking, 
and  old-fashioned  toys.  A TV  program  produced  by  WQED  (Pittsburgh’s  Educational 
Television  station)  at  the  Fest  was  later  televised  on  the  statewide  program 
called  "Festivals  of  Pennsylvania". 

During  the  late  spring  before  the  end  of  school,  "Live-Ins"  were  held 
with  fifth  graders  from  local  schools.  During  that  time  they  spent  the  day  in 
the  Baker  House  learning  and  seeing  what  life  in  Old  Economy  was  like  in  the 
19th  century. 

Pennsbury  Manor 

More  than  250  persons  attended  the  annual  Americana  Forum  last  fall  at 
Pennsbury.  One  hundred  and  twenty-five  (125)  persons  attended  the  Spring 
Seminar  this  past  April.  At  these  sessions  the  participants  listened  to 
nationally  known  experts  talk  on  such  subjects  as  conservation,  preservation, 
antique  furniture,  the  homes  of  great  Americans,  and  antique  ceramics  and 
metals.  A highlight  of  both  sessions  was  a workshop  conducted  by  John  Melody 
and  Mervin  Martin  of  the  Winterthur  Museum  staff  on  refinishing,  repair  and 
restoration  of  furniture;  and  gold  leaf  repair  of  picture  frames. 

Old  Stone  House 

The  Old  Stone  House  Associates  held  a "Trash  and  Treasure"  sale  in 
July  to  raise  funds  for  their  cooperative  venture  with  us  at  that  property. 

Ephrata  Cloister 

The  Ephrata  Choir  presented  its  annual  Christmas  Carol  Sing  in 


December.  It  was  attended  by  more  than  5CC  persons  many  of  whom  had  to  stand 
outside  in  the  crisp,  moonlit  night  to  hear  the  beautiful  music  of  the  season. 

The  Vorspiel  continues  to  be  well  attended  every  Saturday  night  during 
the  summer  season. 

Marker  Program 

Thirteen  new  markers  were  purchased  during  the  period.  Subjects 
covered  by  these  markers  include:  the  new  Governor's  Mansion;  the  first  State 

Police  School;  Mill  Grove,  the  home  of  Audubon;  and  the  Mason-Dixon  Line.  The 
inscription  on  seven  markers  was  revised  because  of  relocation  of  new  research. 
Thirty  markers  were  relocated  because  of  such  things  as  highway  construction, 
more  favorable  location  for  benefit  of  traveler,  etc.  Seven  hundred  and  ninety- 
three  (793)  markers  were  refurbished,  i.e.  repainted  and  re-rolled  and/or 
rechromed.  (As  an  aside,  I can  personally  report  after  traveling  in  adjoining 
states  that  we  can  be  proud  of  our  markers  and  our  marker  program. 
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Bureau  of  Museums 

Reported  by  William  N.  Richards,  Director 

During  this  past  year,  the  Bureau  of  Museums  managed  not  only  to 
equal  but  to  surpass  the  accomplishments  of  the  1968-69  period  when  we  were 
able  to  report  completion  and  opening  of  the  Pennsylvania  Military  and  the 
Fort  Pitt  Museums.  This  year,  completion  of  three  major  projects  can  be 
reported:  the  Orientation-Administration  Building  at  the  Farm  Museum;  the 

Somerset  Historical  Center;  and  the  main  structure  (Phase  I)  of  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Lumber  Hiseum,  with  its  separate  but  related  improvement,  the  log  pond. 

The  real  significance  of  this  past  year,  however,  has  not  been  the  number  of 
buildings  involved,  but  rather  the  amount  and  extent  of  direct  staff  parti- 
cipation, involvement,  and  contribution  to  each  of  these  developments. 

The  outstanding  example  of  staff  contribution  to  completion  of  a 
new  museum  operation  was  seen  in  the  initial  exhibit  provided  for  the  Somerset 
Historical  Center.  In  this  instance,  the  exhibit  concept  was  established  in 
the  Bureau  Office  and  then  researched  and  detailed  by  one  of  our  Field  Curators, 
Michael  Winey.  The  information  thus  provided  was  incorporated  into  a design 
evolved  by  Dean  Blair.  Many  artifacts  needed  for  the  exhibit,  but  not  avail- 
able from  the  existing  collections  at  Somerset,  were  obtained  from  surplus 
collections  of  other  Commission  museums.  After  completion  of  the  design  and 
assembling  the  specimens  called  for,  the  exhibits  staff  undertook  construction 
and  installation  of  all  but  a small  portion  of  the  entire  display.  One 
exhibit  unit  which  was  rather  bulky  and  called  for  a very  large  photo  mural 
was  contracted  out  to  a display  company  in  Pittsburgh,  but  other  than  this, 
the  end  product  was  completely  the  result  of  staff  effort. 

The  Lumber  Museum  and  the  new  Orientation  Center  at  the  Farm  Museum 
are  in  similar  fashion,  being  developed  to  a great  extent  by  our  own  people. 
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The  general  framework  for  the  Lumber  Museum  exhibits  has  been  done  by 
contract,  but  much  of  the  design,  all  of  the  research,  the  artifacts,  and 
models  are  Commission-produced, 

As  the  report  for  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  shows,  exhibit 
production  is  moving  along  now  better  than  ever,  and  much  more  is  planned. 

The  Print  Shop,  units  for  the  Natural  History  and  Archaeology  galleries,  and 
improvements  to  the  Arts  and  Crafts  Section  are  all  under  design  or  construc- 
tion, The  contracted  work  for  the  Hall  of  Ecology  is  well  under  way;  separate 
contracts  for  wiring  and  carpeting  have  been  awarded  for  it  and  work  will 
begin  on  September  21,  As  soon  as  these  items  have  been  installed,  Rush  Studios 
will  start  moving  the  completed  display  into  place.  We  can  anticipate  a 
November  opening.  The  Archaeology  Hall  is  under  construction,  with  actual 
exhibit  installation  expected  to  begin  in  October.  Here  again  our  own  staff 
is  in  the  process  of  design  and  pre-construction  of  at  least  thirty  separate 
exhibits , 

In  a totally  different  area  of  activity  - planning  and  supervision 
of  projects  for  new  and  expanded  buildings  and  structures  - the  staff  has 
demonstrated  its  ability  to  act  independently  and  constructively.  Much  credit 
is  due  Thomas  McCarthy  for  taking  charge  of  an  impressive  series  of  projects 
that  have  added  greatly  to  our  total  program.  These  include  developments 
financed  by  Project  500:  Farm  Museum  (five  new  structures  and  restoration 

or  alteration  of  several  more),  the  pond  at  the  Lumber  Museum,  and  the 
Turntable  at  the  Railroad  Museum;  many  smaller  maintenance  and  repair  jobs, 
and  several  major  new  developments  at  Eckley,  Curtin  Village,  the  Lumber 
Museum  and  Somerset.  These  latter  items  involve  Master  Plans,  as  well  as 
specific  improvements  which  must  be  under  contract  by  June  30,  1971. 

The  list  of  General  State  Authority  Projects  with  which  we  have 
been  recently  concerned  include  Phase  II  (Logging  Camp)  of  the  Lumber  Museum, 
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to  be  bid  on  -September  16;  restoration  and  development  of  additional  buildings 
at  the  Farm  Museum  (to  be  bid  on  September  30),  the  Railroad  Museum  (Pre-finals 
presently  under  review),  and  the  Great  Meadows  Amphitheater,  still  in  a "hold" 
pending  supporting  action  by  the  Fayette  County  Development  Council.  The 
Railroad  and  the  Amphitheater  must  both  be  defended  before  the  Budget  Office 
against  cancellation  by  September  15.  It  is  inconceivable  that  the  Railroad 
Museum,  in  which  we  have  already  invested  five  years  of  effort  and  $700,000, 
should  now  be  subjected  to  further  review,  but  such  is  the  case. 

Since  the  legislature  has  failed  to  enact  a Capitol  Budget  for 
1969-70  or  1970-71,  the  status  of  the  Anthracite  Museums,  the  Port  of  History 
and  the  "Welcome,"  as  well  as  two  major  exhibit  developments  for  the 
William  Penn  Museum  is  still  in  doubt.  In  spite  of  this,  we  are  continuing 
with  basic  research  and  initial  planning  for  each  of  these.  This  work  is 
necessary  so  that  we  can  prepare  to  move  on  these  jobs  when  funds  are  authorized. 
If  further  large  sums  are  not  appropriated  for  exhibits,  we  must  be  in  a posi- 
tion to  undertake  much  of  the  work  on  our  own. 

Although  last  year's  record  has  been  good,  it  might  have  been 
better  were  it  not  for  the  encroachment  on  available  time  and  energy  by  the 
new  complicated  and  very  confusing  budget  systems,  and  the  lack  of  funds  for 
personnel  and  operation  of  new  museums  and  new  programs.  The  Lumber  Museum 
has  been  dedicated  but  not  opened;  the  Somerset  Historical  Center  has  been 
dedicated  and  kept  opened  on  a part-time  basis  only  through  the  efforts  of 
Mrs.  Earl  Haupt  who  has  generously  served  as  an  employee  sans  salary.  But 
even  Somerset  is  more  than  a one  woman  operation  and  requires  a staff. 

In  order  to  provide  a more  complete  understanding  of  activities 
in  1969-70,  there  have  been  appended  to  this  account  reports  from  the  several 
museums  which  are  now  open  and  functioning. 


One  last  item  worthy  of  mention  is  that  visitation  to  the 
operating  museums  reached  780,000  during  the  period  covered  by  this 
report. 

William  Penn  Memori al  Museum 
Reported  by  J,  Duncan  Campbell 

Public  visitation  to  the  Museum  in  all  forms  has  increased 
during  the  past  year.  We  have  had  more  individual  visitors  and  families, 
more  school  groups,  more  youth  groups  (such  as  scouts),  and  more  com- 
mercial sightseeing  tours.  Our  total  visitation  in  1969  exceeded 
445,000.  A conservative  estimated  projection  for  1970  is  525,000. 

Museum  services  cover  a broad  range  from  conducting  tours  to 
teaching  summer  classes  to  90  school-age  children.  Indirectly,  the 
Museum  has  supported  activities  such  as  the  Annual  Arts  Festival,  which 
this  summer  attracted  more  than  25,000  persons,  and  a "Students'  Arts 
Festival"  held  in  August.  Other  Museum- related  activities  include 
presenting  "The  World  Around  Us"  program  series  for  central  Pennsylvania 
schools  (which  had  more  than  1000  total  attendance)  and  a series  of 
lectures  by  Staff  members  on  Antiques  as  a fund-raising  program  for 
the  Museum  Associates.  The  Museum  now  has  become  the  traditional  site 
for  the  Central  Pennsylvania  Science  Fair  and  the  Scholastic  Art  Awards 
show,  both  with  annual  competitive  exhibits  in  the  Fine  Arts  Gallery. 

Since  September  1969  there  have  been  nine  major  temporary  ex- 
hibitions in  the  Fine  Arts  Gallery,  changed  on  the  average  every  six 
weeks.  The  outer  loggia  facing  Third  Street  has  been  used  for  rotating 
temporary  exhibits  from  the  Museum's  Collections,  generally  of  large 
objects  eas  ily  3een  at  night  from  the  outside. 
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This  past  year  the  Mobile  Museum  began  school  tours  on  a 
regional  basis,  eliminating  long  journeys  criss-crossing  the  State 
answering  random  requests.  By  the  new  method,  more  young  people  are 
reached  with  fewer  miles  traveled. 

There  has  been  a marked  increase  in  the  use  of  the  Museum 
Auditorium  and  G- 24  classroom  as  more  State  Agencies  become  aware  of 
these  facilities.  We  have  had  safety  conferences,  on-the-job  training 
sessions.  Civil  Defense  meetings,  a Senate  Hearing,  public  hearings, 
and  a host  of  miscellaneous  gatherings  since  September  1969. 

The  regular  planetarium  shows  have  reflected  an  ever-increasing 
attendance.  Perhaps  two  reasons  for  this  are  that  the  shows  are  of 
high  quality  with  topics  frequently  changed;  and  a large  number  of 
persons  have  become  regular  in  their  attendance.  The  latter  fact  has 
been  pointed  out  by  security  men  who  give  out  the  show  tickets. 

Museum  development  has  been  conducted  both  by  the  Exhibits 
Staff  and  outside  contractors.  The  Z-iaseum  Staff  has  enlarged  the 
First  Floor  Arts  & Crafts  area  to  a considerable  degree,  making  avail- 
able much  more  space  to  exhibit  the  Museum's  collections  in  that 
department.  A major  revision  of  the  Second  Floor  Industry  and  Technology 
exhibit  has  been  planned,  with  a gradual  transition  to  take  place  be- 
fore the  end  of  1970,  A diorama-like  environmental  display  for  our 
miniature  dinosaur,  Coelophysis,  is  nearing  completion  in  the  Earth 
Sciences  gallery.  The  Exhibits  Staff  has  given  major  assistance  to 
the  Bureau  of  Museums  in  developing  the  Lumber  Museum,  the  Somerset 
Historical  Center,  and  in  revisions  at  the  Military  Museum. 


36 


The  Hall  of  Archaeology  and  Ethnology  will  be  developed 
largely  by  Mr.  John  P.  Kucera  under  a General  State  Authority  contract, 
with  part  of  the  exhibits  to  be  planned  and  installed  by  Museum  Staff. 

The  basic  construction  of  this  Second  Floor  gallery  is  now  nearly  com- 
pleted, with  professional  work  to  begin  in  October.  Basic  construction 
in  the  new  Hall  of  Ecology  has  been  completed  except  for  electrical 
and  carpeting  work.  When  this  is  finished  on  or  about  October  15,  1970, 
the  work  of  installing  exhibits  will  begin. 

Archaeological  field  work  in  1970  by  Museum  Staff  members  has 
produced  remarkable  results.  Initial  excavations  at  the  Gonoy  Town  on 
the  Susquehanna  near  Bainbridge,  Lancaster  County,  (1710-40)  resulted 
in  tremendous  artifact  recovery  of  European  trade  materials,  and  the 
work  at  the  Leiphart  site  in  York  County  (west  side  of  Susquehanna 
River,  opposite  Bainbridge)  was  equally  important  in  knowledge  gained 
and  artifacts  recovered.  The  total  artifact  recovery  has  enhanced  the 
Museum's  study  collections,  made  available  much -needed  exhibit  material, 
and  filled  serious  voids  in  the  area  of  European  trade  material. 

During  the  period  under  review,  the  accessions  to  the  Museum's 
collections  (other  than  archaeology)  have  equaled.  No  large,  important 
or  outstanding  collections  have  been  acquired,  and  Museum  purchases 
have  been  held  at  an  absolute  minimum,  because  of  the  lack  of  appropriated 


funds. 
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The  Pennsylvania  Farm  Mu s cum 
Reported  by  Blanche  K.  Reigle 

This  report  covers  a period  of  time  which  has  presented  more 
challenges  to  the  Pennsylvania  Farm  Museum  staff  than  any  since  the 
Commission  acquired  the  Landis  Valley  property.  Visitors  were  routed 
around  excavations,  building  materials,  mounds  of  soil,  etc.  for  more 
than  a year,  but  the  inconvenience  paid  off,  and  we  are  now  comfortably 
settled  in  our  new  administration  building,  which  was  the  major  part  of 
that  construction  project. 

During  this  same  period  many  administrative  hours  were  spent 
in  the  planning  of  two  other  construction  projects  calling  for  the 
erection  and/or  restoration  of  14  more  structures.  Construction  began 
on  one  of  these  in  mid-July  and  the  other  will  probably  start  in  late 
Fall  of  this  year. 

The  recently  restored  Sexton's  House  was  opened  to  the  public 
in  March  as  the  shops  of  the  harness  maker  and  printer.  Appropriate 
exhibit  material  was  refurbished  and  put  on  display  there.  This 
building  and  the  new  Administration-Orientation  have  been  added  to 
visitor  tours.  A basketry  exhibit  replaced  the  harness  exhibit  in  the 
Yellow  Bam.  Since  no  additional  maintenance  or  guide  personnel  have 
been  granted  for  this  fiscal  year,  the  additional  display  area  has 
presented  an  added  challenge  to  the  staff. 

Our  regularly  scheduled  special  events  were  successfully  staged 
Harvest  Days,  October  4 and  5,  1969;  Christmas  at  Landis  Valley, 
December  15,  1959;  Craft  Days,  June  20  and  21,  1970,  and  the  Institute 
of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture,  June  23  to  25,  1970.  In  addition  to 
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these  annual  events,  Landis  Valley  hosted  the  Fall  1959  meeting  of 
the  Early  American  Industries  \soociation,  which  more  than  200  members 
attended  and  staged  an  Open  House  in  March  to  observe  the  opening  of 
the  print  and  harness  shops. 

We  have  collaborated  with  Channel  33  on  the  making  of  several 
films,  one  of  which  featured  the  famous  folk-singer,  Theodore  Bakel. 

Ralph  Lopatin  Productions,  Inc,,  used  the  blacksmith  shop  setting  for 
a commercial  film  and  the  staff  members  appeared  on  TV  WSBA-  York  in 
conjunction  with  Craft  Days  and  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life 
and  Culture,  Women  of  the  guide  staff  staged  a ’’Spinning  Bee”  at  the 
Craft  Fair  in  Lancaster, 

Two  paid  craftsmen  demonstrated  daily  during  the  Fall  and 
Summer  months.  Activities  such  as  basket  weaving,  potting,  gunsmi thing, 
tinsmithing,  quilting,  rug  braiding  and  hooking  were  added  to  our 
regular  demonstrations  by  staff  members. 

Two  series  of  craft  classes  were  taught  during  the  Winter  months; 
302  persons  enrolled  in  eight  different  classes  of  theorem  painting,  rug 
braiding  and  hooking,  quilting,  potting,  trapunto,  Barjello  and  spinning. 

Visitation  has  increased  47,  over  this  same  period  of  last  year. 
However,  this  increase  does  not  reflect  Lancaster  County  tourism  figures, 
which  show  a greater  increase.  Improved  directional  marking,  as  well 
as  billboard  advertising  along  the  main  tourist  routes,  would  help 
produce  heavier  visitation. 

Eleven  Cenior  and  forty-one  Junior  guides  are  serving  as 
volunteers  this  current  season.  The  Museum  staff  entertained  these 
volunteers  at  a picnic  cupper  September  1,  1970  and  the  Landis  Valley 
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Associates  provided  the  gifts  that  were  presented  to  the  volunteers 

in  appreciation  for  their  service. 

The  Landis  Valley  Associates  have  presented  nine  educational 

programs  during  this  period  and  have  sponsored  Harvest  Days,  Christmas 
at  Landis  Valley  and  the  Institute  of  Pennsylvania  Life  and  Culture. 

They  have  also  assumed  the  cost  of  one  craftsman  daily  during  the  six 

peak  months. 

Approximately  1,500  artifacts  have  been  cataloged  this  year 

including  32  accessions  of  239  items. 

Strap  hinges,  pintels,  thumb  latches  and  similar  hardware  have 

been  manufactured,  adapted  or  repaired  by  our  blacksmith.  Security 
bars  for  the  rifle  racks  were  made  and  installed. 

The  Ira  Landis  machine  shop  has  been  converted  to  a well 
organized  and  equipped  maintenance  shop.  Much  of  this  work  was  done 
by  our  own  personnel. 

The  19th  Century  Oregon  Road  toll  house,  recently  donated  to 
the  Museum,  was  repaired  and  restored  by  staff  members.  This  structure 
will  be  worked  into  the  development  plans  for  the  property,  as  well 
as  the  one-room  Mount  Joy  clapboard  building  which  was  purchased  and 

moved  here  in  July. 

Pennsylvania  Military  Museum 
Reported  by  Donald  J.  Morrison 

The  first  full  year  of  operation  at  the  Pennsylvania  Military 
Museum  has  been  one  of  reasonable  success.  Although  visitation  ran 
to  just  about  40,000,  there  appears  to  be  an  encouraging  growth  pattern 
reflected  in  the  monthly  figures.  The  acceptance  of  the  first  major 
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effort  to  provide  special  activities  indicated  a solid  interest  in 
the  Museum.  This  initial  program.  Citizen  Soldier  Week,  held  from 
July  13  through  July  19,  consisted  of  various  events  3uch  as  band 
and  choral  concerts,  lectures,  a local  antique  3how,  and  special 
museum  tours.  The  response  was  very  good,  and  it  is  planned  to  make 
this  an  annual  event. 

When  the  Museum  opened  in  1969,  there  were  a few  exhibit  items 
not  fully  completed.  Many  of  these  have  been  taken  care  of,  while  com- 
pletion of  other  areas  have  been  planned  for  later  in  1970.  The  elab- 
orate audio-visual  devices  employed  in  the  Museum  have  held  up  well, 
largely  because  of  the  program  of  preventive  maintenance  which  has  been 
implemented. 

The  World  War  I Renault  tank  was  completely  restored  and  fitted 
with  the  accessory  pieces  lacking  when  the  tank  was  first  put  on  display. 

Initial  contacts  have  been  made  with  representatives  of  nearby 
school  districts  in  order  to  establish  useful  educational  programs 
within  the  Museum,  Further  initial  contacts  have  been  made  with  several 
civic  groups  as  a means  of  establishing  an  Associates  group.  Efforts 
on  both  of  these  activities  will  continue  in  the  coming  fall  months. 

Limited  staff  for  the  Military  Museum  seriously  restricts  the 
amount  of  progress  being  made  in  these  areas.  The  Museum  is,  after 
all,  being  run  with  on  iy  two  more  persons  than  were  employed  just  to 
maintain  the  grounds  of  the  28th  Division  Ghrine  before  the  Museum  was 
constructed. 

There  has  been  considerable  success  in  our  new  highway  marking 
program.  New  large  signs  have  been  erected  on  the  immediate  approaches 
to  the  Museum,  and  additional  smaller  signG  are  being  spotted  along 
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U.  S.  322.  New  large  blue-tinted  aluminum  letters  spelling  out  the 
name  of  the  Museum  have  been  installed  on  the  front  of  the  building, 
labelling  it  clearly  for  all  passeraby. 

Construction  of  the  large  parking  lot  has  been  completed,  the 
entrance  road  improved  and  the  picnic  area  refurbished. 

Normal  grounds  maintenance  has  been  maintained,  and  routine 
museum  catalogueing  continues. 

Fort  Pitt  Museum 
Reported  by  Rex  T.  Lohmann 

The  Fort  Pitt  Museum  had  a visitation  of  over  71,000  persons 
between  September  1,  1969  and  August  20,  1970.  We  expect  to  amplify 
those  numbers  in  the  coming  year  by  offering  special  exhibits  and 
programs  to  attract  the  general  public  and  by  implementing  completed 
and  approved  plans  for  integrating  the  museum  into  the  fifth-grade 
curriculum  of  the  Pittsburgh  Public  Schools.  The  fifth-grade  program 
includes  placing  in  the  hands  of  every  fifth-grade  teacher  in  the  city 
a thirty-page  tour  handbook,  which  will  make  it  possible  for  them  to 
plan  and  lead  their  own  tours.  The  classes  will  see  a brief  slide- 
tape  orientation  program  when  they  arrive  at  the  museum.  We  intend 
to  extend  these  services  to  all  school  systems  in  \llegheny  County  and 
to  other  systems  who  are  near  enough  to  take  advantage  of  them. 

The  most  significant  area  of  activity  at  the  museum  in  the 
past  year,  after  visitation,  has  been  the  formation  of  the  Fort  Pitt 
Museum  Associates,  Inc,  The  organization  meeting  was  held  on  the 
evening  of  November  15,  1969.  Thirty  persons  attended.  In  succeeding 
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weeks,  by-laws  were  written  and  approved,  incorporation  was 
accomplished,  and  committees  were  formed.  The  museum  gift  chop 
opened  on  June  1,  1S70,  and  it  offers  a wide  selection  of  books 
dealing  with  the  history  of  Pittsburgh  and  Western  Pennsylvania  as 
well  as  quality  gifts  and  souvenirs,  most  of  which  relate  in  some 
way  to  the  period  and  area  with  which  the  museum  exhibits  are  con- 
cerned. Memberships  in  the  Associates  now  number  more  than  three 
hundred.  The  first  program  presented  by  the  Associates  (April  20,  1970) 
honored  Charles  M,  Stotz,  the  architect  who  designed  the  museum  building 
and  the  exhibits.  Dr.  Stevens  was  the  guest  speaker  for  the  occasion. 
Forthcoming  programs  include  a group  who  will  perform  French  and 
English  colonial  folk  dances  in  October  and  a demonstration  and  lecture 
on  13th  century  tools  at  the  December  meeting.  In  the  early  spring 
Robert  C.  Alberts  will  speak  on  Robert  Stobo,  and  in  late  spring 
Dr.  Joel  Tarr,  Associate  Professor  of  History  at  Camegie-Mellon 
University,  will  present  a slide-talk  on  the  urbanization  of  early 
Pittsburgh. 

Several  special  events  have  been  presented  at  the  museum  in  the 
past  year.  Through  the  efforts  of  Commissioner  Gleeson,  the  Old  Guard 
Fife  and  Drum  Corps  from  Fort  Myer,  Virginia,  performed  at  Point  State 
Park  on  the  afternoon  of  September  23,  1959,  A special  exhibit  (most 
of  which  remained  through  the  summer)  was  presented  in  the  museum  on 
’‘Earth  Day”,  (April  22,  1970),  dealing  with  man's  use  of  the  rivers  over 
the  past  200  years.  Models  of  steam  packets  were  borrowed  from  East 
Liverpool,  Ohio.  The  William  Penn  Hotel  lent  the  museum  its  Rivcrboat 
Room  collection  of  paintings  and  photographs.  There  were  several  other 
contributors . 
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Besides  regular  school  tours,  special  programs  and  tours  have 
been  provided  for  classes  from  the  Western  Pennsylvania  Ichool  for 
the  Deaf,  for  orthopedically  handicapped  children  from  the  Pioneer 
School  in  Pittsburgh,  for  stroke  patients  brought  by  the  Visiting 
Friends  for  the  Visiting  Nurse  Association,  and  for  patients  from  the 
Western  Psychiatric  Hospital,  among  others. 

Activities  of  the  curator  included  speaking  to  the  West  Newton 
Historical  Society,  the  Westmoreland  Historical  Society,  the  Hot ary  Club 
of  Oakland,  a group  of  330  tenth-graders  at  the  Moon  Township  Senior 
High  School  in  Corapolis,  a day's  schedule  of  7th  and  3th  grade  classes 
at  O'Hara  Junior  High  School  in  Fox  Chapel,  a group  of  new  American 
citizens  at  a DAP. -sponsored  ceremony  at  the  Post  Office  Building  in 
Pittsburgh,  and  to  a conference  on  careers  in  history  at  Ceton  Hill 
College  in  Greens burg  (along  with  Mr.  Wewor,  diehard  Bittner  of  Fort 
Ligonier,  and  Calvin  Pollins  of  the  Westmoreland  County  Historical 
Society).  The  museum  hosted  the  October  meeting  of  the  Society  for 
Pennsylvania  Archaeology,  and  the  curator  presented  a slide-talk  on  the 
development  of  Point  State  Park  and  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum.  The  curator 
also  arranged  and  spoke  at  a workshop  for  elementary  teachers  from  the 
Pittsburgh  schools  at  the  museum  in  October. 

The  Northeast  Conference  of  the  National  registry  held  an  all- 
day meeting  at  the  museum  on  July  7,  1570, 

Coming  events  include  a program  in  the  auditorium  by  and  for 
the  Junior  League  of  Pittsburgh,  preceded  by  a tour  of  the  museum  by 
the  curator  on  September  12,  1570.  That  afternoon  the  Children  of  the 
American  Devolution  will  hold  their  state  meeting  in  the  museum 


auditorium.  On  January  1,  1970,  the  Herb  Society  of  Western 
Pennsylvania  will  meet  at  the  museum  and  present  a special  program 
on  the  uses  of  herbs  in  the  ICth  century. 

One  of  the  ’’built-in"  problems  of  the  Fort  Pitt  Museum  is  that 
it  is  hidden  from  view  behind  the  cross-over  between  the  Fort  Pitt  and 
Fort  Duquesne  bridges.  One  move  we  have  made  to  counteract  that  pro- 
blem is  to  have  a number  of  directional  signs  placed  on  the  arteries 
leading  into  downtown  Pittsburgh.  The  Pittsburgh  Department  of  Traffic 
Planning  has  agreed  to  place  a dozen  such  signs  in  the  Point  area.  The 
signs  were  designed  by  the  art  staff  of  the  William  Penn  Museum,  and 
they  are  now  being  produced  for  installation  in  the  near  future. 
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Public  Information  Office 
Prepared  by  Joseph  T.  Kingston 

Activities  of  the  Public  Information  Office  during  the  12-month 
period  of  this  report  reflected  the  steadily  increasing  demand  for  the  direct 
services  and  associative  cooperation  the  P10  has  attempted  to  provide  over 
the  past  five  years. 

On  the  routine  side,  a total  of  112  press  releases  were  prepared  and 
distributed.  This  was  an  average  of  10  releases  per  month;  all  of  these  in 
some  way  related  to  activities  of  the  Commission,  its  operating  bureaus,  field 
operations,  publications  program,  cooperative  sponsoring  programs,  etc. 

The  average  is  down  somewhat  from  previous  years  because  of  the 
PIO's  voluntary  cooperation  with  the  Administration's  organized  efforts 
(through  the  public  information  services  of  all  State  agencies)  to  "tighten  up" 
these  services  in  the  interests  of  both  economy  and  efficiency.  Of  all  the 
agencies  on  the  Hill,  we  were  probably  the  least  affected,  because  we  already 
had  instituted  most  of  the  policy  guidelines  suggested  by  the  Administration's 
Press  Office. 

Furthermore,  because  of  the  wide-ranging  public  interest  attached 
to  even  our  routine  operations--especially  in  the  field--the  information 
service  we  provide  correspondingly  must  have  a broader  base  than  that  of  most 
other  agencies. 

Our  relatively  unique  situation  in  this  respect  has  been  recognized 
and  is  understood  by  the  Administration's  Press  Office.  Nevertheless,  we  have, 
during  this  report  period,  revamped  to  some  extent  our  production,  releasing 
and  distribution  procedures,  in  accordance  with  suggestions  made  during  a 
series  of  meetings  with  other  Public  Information  Directors  and  Administration 


officials. 
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Also  in  the  "routine"  category  of  activities - -routine , at  least, 
since  June  of  1967--the  Commission's  P10  produced  four  quarterly  issues  of 
PENNS YLVANI A HERITAGE.  This  includes  the  September  1970  issue,  which  is  now 
in  the  hands  of  the  printers.  Each  of  these  eight-page  issues,  produced  in 
their  entirety  by  this  office,  represents  an  average  (estimated,  of  course) 
of  six  to  eight  full  working  days  spaced  over  a period  of  three  to  four  weeks. 
This  estimated  average  is  exclusive  of  travel  time,  since  that  factor  would 
be  virtually  impossible  to  estimate. 

Last  October,  the  PIO  completed  preparations  for  a special  exhibit 
at  the  annual  meeting  of  the  National  Trust  for  Historic  Preservation  in  Denver, 
Colorado,  but  it  was  necessary  to  cancel  this  because  of  the  emergency  fiscal 
situation  that  developed.  Later  that  month,  special  arrangements  were  made 
with  the  press  and  broadcast  media  for  coverage  of  the  ceremonial  "Penn's 
Birthday"  visit  to  the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  by  Lord  and  Lady  Howe,  of 
Penn  House,  England. 

A PlO-produced  tape  recording  of  that  ceremony  was  sent  to  Lord  and 
Lady  Howe  in  England,  at  their  request,  and  also  distributed  to  several  small 
radio  stations  in  Central  Pennsylvania. 

The  PIO  also  tape  recorded  all  sessions  of  the  Commission,  the 
County  Records  Committee,  the  two-day  Research  Conference  on  Oral  History,  the 
annual  meeting  of  the  Pennsylvania  Federation  of  Historical  Societies,  and 
prepared  several  30  and  60-second  promotional  tapes  publicizing  special  events 
at  PHMC  properties.  In  addition,  the  PIO's  recording  equipment  was  made 
available  to  and  utilized  by  other  bureaus  and  field  operations  whenever  such 
use  seemed  to  be  justified. 
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A major  and  non-routine  activity  during  the  period  was  assistance 
in  the  planning  and  execution  of  special  programs  for  "Earth  Day"  (April  22, 
1970)  at  all  of  our  larger  facilities,  and  the  preparation  of  special  publicity 
for  each  of  these  programs.  Three  exhibits  were  designed  and  displayed  in 
the  William  Penn  Memorial  Museum  that  day,  and  for  the  balance  of  the  week. 

At  five  major  properties,  the  "Earth  Day"  programs  included  the 
screening  of  the  new  PHMC  film,  WINDOWS  ON  OUR  PAST,  with  audience  comment 
requested.  Response  to  this  was  most  edifying;  hundreds  of  persons  viewed 
the  film,  and  almost  without  exception  they  were  pleased  with  it. 

Part  of  the  PlO’s  activities  during  the  report  period  involved 
liaison  on  final  production  work  on  WINDOWS  ON  OUR  PAST,  exploration  of  the 
possibilities  of  commercial  (theatrical)  distribution  of  the  completed  film 
throughout  Pennsylvania,  and  the  arrangement  of  "preview"  screenings  for 
selected  audiences.  The  commercial  distribution  angle  was  thoroughly  inves- 
tigated in  a series  of  consultations  with  professional  theatrical  film 
distributors  in  New  York  and  Philadelphia,  and  the  decision  finally  was  made 
that  the  "cost"  bite  would  be  too  much  to  swallow--at  least  at  this  time, 
all  things  considered. 

Requests  for  loan  showings  of  the  film  (by  historical  societies, 
service  clubs,  etc.)  are  increasing,  and  seven  of  the  ten  prints  we  have 
available  are  in  fairly  constant  circulation.  The  mechanics  of  this  circu- 
lation, although  supervised  by  the  PIO,  actually  are  handled  by  Mr.  Edgar 
Sheets,  audiovisual  technician  on  the  Education  Section  staff,  WHIM,  who 
services  and  dispatches  all  our  film  material.  Cross-check  control  between 
Mr.  Sheets  and  the  PIO  is  maintained  at  all  times. 
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These  requests  may  be  expected  to  increase  now  that  the  summer 
season  is  over  and  organizations  are  resuming  programmed  meetings.  For  this 
reason,  and  also  because  some  of  these  prints  can  be  tied  up  for  weeks  and 
months  by  television  outlets  (for  example,  W1TF-TV,  Hershey,  has  held  a print 
of  WINDOWS  ON  OUR  PAST  since  mid-June) . 1 am  recommending  that  we  purchase 

a minimum  of  six  additional  prints  of  the  film  from  Calvin  Productions.  This 
would  give  us  a reserve  of  film  available  for  loan  use  and  still  permit 
sending  prints  to  regional  television  outlets  for  public  service  time  use. 

One  print  of  WINDOWS  OH  OUR  PAST  has  been  assigned  to  the  Pennsyl- 
vania Mobile  Museum,  to  be  shown  wherever  and  whenever  possible  on  its 
journeys  across  the  Commonwealth.  Another  has  been  assigned,  on  indefinite 
loan,  to  the  State  Department  of  Education,  through  whose  distribution  facili- 
ties it  is  assured  of  widespread  exposure. 

For  the  formal  dedication-openings  of  the  Somerset  Historical 
Center,  Somerset  County  (July  18)  and  the  Pennsylvania  Lumber  Museum,  Potter 
County  (August  1),  the  PlOarranged  press  previews  of  the  new  facilities, 
four  days  in  advance  of  each  scheduled  public  ceremony. 

Thirty-five  (35)  special  press  kits  were  prepared  for  each  of  these. 
The  kits  included  8 by  10-inch  glossy  photographs  of  the  Property,  a 
"background"  fact  sheet  including  all  pertinent  physical  plant  statistics,  etc,, 
and  a Guide  to  the  Exhibits.  As  usual,  the  kits  likewise  were  stuffed  with 
promotional  folders  on  EHMC  activities  elsewhere  in  the  State,  with  emphasis 
on  the  regional  area  in  which  the  new  facility  was  located. 

In  May,  at  the  express  direction  of  Dr.  Stevens,  the  PIO  attended 
the  all-day  sessions  of  the  New  Jersey  State  Historical  Commission's  public 
hearing  on  plans  for  the  1976  Bicentennial.  This  was  held  in  the  State  House, 
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Trenton,  New  Jersey.  The  full  sessions,  beginning  at  10  a.m.  and  continuing 
through  8 p.ra.,  were  recorded  by  the  P10 , backstopped  by  Mr.  George  Beyer, 
of  the  Bureau  of  Archives  and  History. 

In  June,  the  PIO  arranged  a special  preview  of  the  Robert  Fulton 
Birthplace  (then  completed  but  closed  to  the  public  because  no  caretaker 
personnel  was  available)  for  the  members  of  the  Lancaster  County  Historical 
Trust,  a preservation  group.  They  held  their  annual  meeting  on  the  property, 
which  was  opened  for  the  occasion  by  David  F.  Smith,  designer  for  our  Bureau 
of  Historic  Sites  and  Properties.  As  a result,  the  Associated  Press  carried 
a feature  story  on  the  Robert  Fulton  Birthplace  reconstruction,  printed 
throughout  the  State. 

During  the  report  period,  the  PIO  also  handled  requests  for  the 
supply  of  approximately  260, 000  copies  of  our  property  folders.  They  included 
mailings  to  automobile  clubs,  travel  information  centers  and  other  nationally- 
affiliated  organizations  in  26  states.  Another  100,000  folders,  chiefly  the 
PENNSYLVANIA  TRAIL  OF  HISTORY,  were  serviced  routinely  to  in-state  sources 
of  regular  distribution. 

I might  mention  that  this  business  of  servicing  requests  for  large 
quantities  of  PHMC  property  folders  is  becoming  "big  business"  in  the  Public 
Information  Office.  Standard  procedure  is  using  a special  form  indicating 
how  many  copies  of  what  goes  where  and  a typed  label  to  transmit  the  request 
to  Mr.  Bobersky  or  Mr.  Viguers  in  the  Mail  Room.  They  take  it  from  there  and 
return  certification  of  mailing  to  the  PIO.  The  certification  is  filed  with 
the  original  letter  of  request. 

Quite  frequently,  they  manage  to  do  this  within  an  hour  or  so  of 
the  receipt  of  a request.  The  material  requested  is  on  its  way  the  same  day. 
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Few,  if  any,  other  agencies  on  the  Hill  can  say  the  same.  However,  we  are 
not  exploiting  the  possibilities  of  this  property- folder  distribution  the  way 
we  might  and  should  be  doing. 


Re-design  of  the  whole  "free  folder"  operation  is  badly  needed 
since  this  is  our  first  point  of  contact  with  the  general  public,  nine-tenths 
of  whom  still  cannot  distinguish  between  the  Historical  Society  of  Pennsyl- 
vania and  The  Pennsylvania  Historical  and  Museum  Commission. 


WERT 
BOOKBINDING 

Grantvilie,  Pa 
Sept— Oct  84 

We  'e  Quihty  Bound 


